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Figure 1.01: Hong Kong Government Information Services (GIS), Plans for cooked food stalls,
copied from the govt. Gazette, copied by D. Ching, 28" November 1963, 375 2662/6.
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Figure 1.02a: GIS, Hawker Stalls at Tsuen Lung Street. Tsuen Wan, NT, taken by D. Ching, 28t
May 1969 and 29" May 1969, 375, 5582/1-14.

Figure 1.02b, & c: GIS, Hawker Stalls at Tsuen Lung Street. Tsuen Wan, NT, taken by D. Ching,
28" May 1969 and 29" May 1969, 375,5582/9, 2.
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Figure 1.03: GIS, Hawkers Bazaar, Tsuen Lung Street Tsuen Wan, NT. Taken by D. Ching, 1* Figure 1.04: GIS, Hawkers’ stalls at Tsuen Lung Street after clearance, Tsuen Lung Street,
April 1964, 352 5513/1. Tsuen Wan, NT, taken by G Liu, 31 May 1969, 352 5590/1.
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Figures 1.05a: GIS, Clearance of hawker stalls on Hoi Pa Street, Tsuen Wan, N.T. 22" October 1969,
3755974/1-35.

Figures 1.05b &c: GIS Clearance of hawker staIIs on H0| Pa Street Tsuen Wan, N.T. 22nd October
1969, 375 5974/13, 35.
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Figures 1.06: Arthur Hacker, GIS (1973), Clean Our Buildings, Keep Hong Kong Clean
Campaign, M+ Online collection, <https://www.mplus.org.hk/en/collection/objects/
poster-clean-our-buildings-keep-hong-kong-clean-campaign-201969/>
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Figure 1.07a & b: Personal photography collection of Dr. Ko Tim-keung (via personal
correspondence), Sau Mau Ping Estate, 1970, SauMauPing 1970.
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Figure 2.01: Hawkers at Tai Hang Tung Resettlement Estate before an operation for hawker
control, 10 March 1957. 658.87 URB 1957. < https://www.grs.gov.hk/ws/erp/hawker-en.
htm>
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Figure 2.02: An operation for hawker control at Tai Hang Tung Resettlement Estate, 11 March
1957. 658.87 URB 1957. Accessible at: https://www.grs.gov.hk/ws/erp/hawker-en.htm
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Figure 2.03: The Main Bazaar at Tai Hang Tung Resettlement Estate, 1957 658.87 URB 1957.
<https://www.grs.gov.hk/ws/erp/hawker-en.htm>
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Figure 2.04: The Main Bazaar at Tai Hang Tung Resettlement Estate, 1957 658.87 URB 1957.
<https://www.grs.gov.hk/ws/erp/hawker-en.htm>
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Figure 2.05: View over Kwun Tong, 1964. Kwun Tong Resettlement Estate is in the centre,
with Wo Lok Estate behind. Accessible at https://www.hkmemory.hk/collections/public
housing/All ltems/images/201307/t20130702 61442.html|?f=search&t=search datas.
isp&path=channelid=230719 | searchword=kwun+tong | keyword=kwun+tong

Figure 2.06: View over Kwun Tong, 1975. In front is Sau Mau Ping Estate completed between
1964 — 1966. Kwun Tong Resettlement Estate is in the centre, Wo Lok Estate can be seen
behind. Accessible at:htips://www.hkmemory.hk/collections/public_housing/All Items/
images/201307/t20130702 61436.html?f=search&t=search datas.
isp&path=channelid=230719 | searchword=kwun+tong | keyword=kwun+tong
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Figure 2.07: Hong Kong, University of Hong Kong Special Collections (HKUSC), Digital Image Database
(DID), ‘Cooked Food bazaar in Kwun Tong’, by Chow Kwok Wah, Norah, 1965, MSSG-53-009. <https://
digitalrepository.lib.hku.hk/catalog/f4752k727#?c=&m=&s=&cv=> [Accessed 19" Feb 2020]
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Figure 2.08a: HKUSC, DID, HKU SpecialCollections, ‘Yue Man Square, Kwun Tong’ by Tung, Jing-ying,

Doreen, 1965, MSS 333.7095125 T926.<https://digitalrepository.lib.hku.hk/catalog/rf563j897#?
c=&m=8&s=&cv=&xywh=-1539%2C-211%2C8545%2C4204>
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Figure 2.08b: HKUSC, DID, HKU SpecialCollections, ‘Kwun Tong’ by Tung, Jing-ying, Doreen, 1965,
MSS 333.7095125 T926<htips://digitalrepository.lib.hku.hk/catalog/tq57t425k#?
c=&m=&s5=&cv=&xywh=-1518%2C-210%2C8527%2C4195> [Accessed 19t Feb 2020]
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Figures 2.09 a &b: GIS, Kwun Tong Temporary Market, Yue Man Square, 7th November 1969, by K.T.
Leung, 352 6036/5, 10.
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Figures 2.10a &b: Annotated plan of east side of Kwun Tong Estate, for hawker and market survey
conducted in 1973-74. Hong Kong Public Records Office (HKPRO), HKRS1039-1-12, Retail Markets,
Hawkers Bazaars and Hawkers, annotated plan of Kwun Tong Estate (Block Plan), 1973-74.

Annotated plan of west side of Kwun Tong Estate locating the illegal hawker bazaar, for hawker
and market survey conducted in 1973-74. HKPRO, HKRS1039-1-12, Retail Markets, Hawkers
Bazaars and Hawkers, annotated plan of Kwun Tong Estate (Block Plan), 1973-74.




VIVIEN CHAN A COLONY OF SHOPKEEPERS

Figures 2.11 a: Hawkers in Lower Ngau Tau Kok Estate, Situation as of 19* May
1974, Prepared by P. Wong Yin-kon Oficer in Chief, Hawker Bazaars, L.N.T.E. 31.5.74.
HKPRO, HKRS1039-1-12, Retail Markets, Hawkers Bazaars and Hawkers, annotated
plan of Kwun Tong Estate (Block Plan), 1973-74.

Figures 2.11 b &c: Hawkers in Lower Ngau Tau Kok Estate, Situation as of 19" May 1974, Prepared
by P. Wong Yin-kong Officer in Chief, Hawker Bazaars, L.N.T.E. 31.5.74. HKPRO, HKRS1039-1-12, Retail
Markets, Hawkers Bazaars and Hawkers, annotated plan of Kwun Tong Estate (Block Plan), 1973-74.
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Figures 2.12 b: Annotated Map of Kowloon and New Kowloon indicated hawker bazaars and markets
at Resettlement and Low Cost public housing estates from survey conducted in 1973-74. HKPRO
HKRS1039-1-12, Retail Markets, Hawkers Bazaars and Hawkers, Annotated map, Distribution of
Existing and Proposed Housing Estates in Kowloon and New Kowloon, 1973-74.

Figures 2.12 a: Annotated Map of Kowloon and New Kowloon indicated hawker bazaars and markets
at Resettlement and Low Cost public housing estates from survey conducted in 1973-74. HKPRO
HKRS1039-1-12, Retail Markets, Hawkers Bazaars and Hawkers, Annotated map, Distribution of
Existing and Proposed Housing Estates in Kowloon and New Kowloon, 1973-74.
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Hong Kong’s New Towns public housing estates, 1954-1989

Figure 2.13: HKPRO, HKRS 1039-1-10, Suggested Standard Layout for Hawker Bazaar, From Sec.
Colony Outline Plan, Working CommiteeNo.3 LSO 53 CCP/-CP, 6™ January 1968.

Figure 2.14: PRO, HKRS 309-1-5, Fairey, D of US, Proposed Hawker Bazaar between Blocks 7,8,
& 10 Ham Tin Estate, 19t October 1968.
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Figure 2.15: The first 2-storey annex restaurant, at Sau Mau Ping Estate, Kwun Tong,
LSE, 51H R52, Hong Kong Commissioner for Resettlement, Annual Departmental Reports, 1969-1970,
Hong Kong Government Printers, 1970, p24.
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Figure 2.16: GIS, Oi Man Estate, Kowloon and
NT, 20t February 1979, taken by E. Chang, 125
19565/32, 33, 50, 55.
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Figure 2.17: ' The Hygiene Division of the Department considers that cooked food stall bazaars of the
Singapore-style as shown in the layout plan at Appendix | with certain improvements may be
established in areas whee there is an actual need for cheap eating facilities.” PRO, HKRS 438-1-78,
Commitiee Paper FFP/9/69, Licensing of Cooked Food Stalls - Review of Policy, 24 June 1969.
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MODULAR AND
MULTI-STOREY MARKETS
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Figure 3.02a: ‘General notes: 5™ March 1970, Revised plan based on the General Requirements on
drawing attached to Memo 4 in A.O file 7/1376/67’. HKPRO, HKRS 1039-1-11, Layout Plan of Modular
Market, Castle Peak R.E. (area ‘10), Arch Office, PWD, Hong Kong, DRG A/53035

Figure 3.01: HKPRO, HKRS 438-1-78, Market Stalls & Vegetable Stalls R&GLCH Estates
16’ Modules, Arch Office, PWD Hong Kong, DRG No. A/16485, 17" October 19609.
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Figure 3.02b: HKPRO, HKRS 1039-1-11, Layout Plan of Modular Market, Castle Peak R.E. (area ‘10),
Arch Office, PWD, Hong Kong, DRG A/53035

Figure 3.03 a: GIS, New kind of hawker stalls (module stalls) at Chai Wan, 27" May 1970, taken by K.T.
Leung, 352 6555/1-15.

40 41



VIVIEN CHAN

Figure 3.03 b &c: GIS, New kind of hawker stalls (module stalls) at Chai Wan, 27®" May 1970, taken by
K.T. Leung, 352 6555/7, 8, 12, 15.
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Figure 3.04b: Gls, Sau
Mau Ping Resettlement
Estate’s New Modular
Market stalls, 9t August
1971, taken by W.C. Wan
375 7461/1-24.
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Figure 3.05a: GIS, Housing Estate, Kwai Hing Low Cost Housing Estate, Tsuen Wan, 7" January 1972,
Taken by W.C. Wan, 123 7834/28.
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Figure 3.05b: GIS, Kwai Hing Low Cost Housing Estate, Tsuen Wan, 3™ January 1972, Taken by P.
Chow, 123 7828/6.
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Figure 3.06: HKPRO, HKRS 1588-3-2, The Design of Market Stalls in Public Housing Estates, ‘The
Design of Market Stalls’, 22" November 1972.
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Figure 3.07: Newspaper SG, Tomorrow’s Markets’ The Straits Times, 7™ August 1982, p15 <htips://
eresources.nlb.gov.sg/newspapers/digitised/article/straitstimes19820807-1.2.58> [Accessed 11t July

2020].
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Figure 3.09: HKPRO, HKRS 1588-3-2, Oi Man Estate Phase Il, Details of Market Stalls, 21** March 1973,
Drawn by Kenneth Yeung.
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Figure 3.10: ‘Oi Man Estate Popular: All 1,242 flats at Wai Man House and Chung Man House in
Oi Man Estate are now fully occupied. The two blocks house about 8,300 people. Another four

blocks with 1,990 flats will be ready for occupation between November this year and January
1975. Picture shows a section of the modular market serving the residents.” GIS, HKRS 11603/7,
Oi Man Estate, Kowloon, 4" October 1974, Taken by P.Chow.
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Figure 3.11a: HKPRO, HKRS 1588-3-2, The Design of Market Stalls in Public Housing Estates, Summary
of H.M.s/E.M.'s comments on Modular Markets, Group A, 1973
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Figure 3.11b: HKPRO, HKRS 1588-3-2, The Design of Market Stalls in Public Housing Estates, Summary
of H.M.s/E.M.'s comments on Modular Markets, Group A, 1973
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Figure 3.13: GIS, Wo Che Estate, 28" January 1983, Taken by K. W. Ng, 126 27032/5.

Figure 3.12 a &b: HKPRO, HKRS1039-1-10, Retail Markets, Hawker Bazaars and Hawkers, Directory of
Urban Services to SCL&S Colony Outline Planning, Proposed Standard Retail Market, 2™ April 1968.
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Figure 3.14a: GIS, 22, Tuen Mun New Town - On Ting Estate, 25 September 1987,
Taken by J. Ho, 126 34238/27
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Figure 3.14b: GIS, 22, Tuen Mun New Town - On Ting Estate, 25" September 1987,
Taken by J. Ho, 126 34238/27
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CHAPTER 4:

COMMERCIAL COMPLEXES
AND MALLS
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Figure 4.01: Description for the
four types of commercial
centres. Hong Kong University
Special Collections, Housing
Department, Design Guide for
commercial complexes in public
housing estates, October 1987,
p2.1-2.4
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Figures 4.02a & b: Featured images of four case studies of types. Hong Kong University
SpecialCollections, Housing Department, Design Guide for commercial complexes in public
housing estates, October 1987, p 2.5-2.6
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Figure 4.03: Wah Fu Estate, 1968, Nora Tam South China Morning Post Photos <htips://www.scmp.

com/magazines/post-magazine/article/1507310/once-icon-low-cost-living-wah-fu-estates-

redevelopment-looms> [Accessed 19t February 2020]
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Figure 4.04: A general view of Wah Fu Estate, 1977, courtesy of Ko Tim-keung, Hong Kong Memory,
<htips://www.hkmemory.hk/collections/public_housing/All_ltems/images/201307/t20130702_
61487.html?f=search&t=search_datas.jsp&path=channelid=230719|
searchword=PLACESIDS%3D%273146%27 | keyword=PLACESIDS%3D%273146%27 | extend_
expr=Place%3DHong+Kong+lsland%2FSouthern+District%2FAberdeen%2F%28Street%29%2FWah+Fu
+Estate> [Accessed 20™ April 2023]

rather than atheusingfestate;

Figure 4.05: Screenshot from Converging Paths at Public Housing Estates, ‘The Birth of Wah
Fu Estate: An Interview with Dr Donald Liao, the Chief Designer of Wah Fu Estate’, Hong Kong
Housing Authority, 2019 <https://www.housingauthority.gov.hk/en/about-us/photos-and-
videos/videos/converging-paths/index.html> [Accessed 24" March 2023]

65



VIVIEN CHAN

=

'3'——""“

2 = 't
n ' n - ‘h\:i

[ ] - | P
Iy = R
| I - Nk i
| | " ! M
I, 2 Lk
L | G
i 5" o] I
i i 2 =
! 4 4 ;
.y :

4] ra!zrr
ot r' =

1 ""“W““W“RR\ RN

A\ \\\\\\\\mm

Figure 4.06: GIS, Exterior view of (A) Oi Man Commercial Complex, 14" Nov 1977, taken by P.
Chow, 125, 17185/2.
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O MAN COMMERCIAL COMPLEX

Soirrh Chiing .'Hﬂlh.'.'ﬂ.'_s_{ Pogr (i adaCrwenrl: Fob 3, 1975
ProQuest Histoncal Newspapers: South China Momang Post
pgl0 —

40 oy

Reproduced with permission of the mp\_..-ru;lht owner, Further reproduction prohibited without permission

Figure 4.07: PHN, ‘Oi Man Commercial complex’, SCMP, 3 Feb 1975, p10.
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Figure 4.08: GIS, GV of Lai Yiu Estate Commercial Complex, 11" November 1977, taken by P.

Chow, 125, 17161/36.
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Figure 4.09: GIS, Models of Government Low-Cost Housing Estate in Shatin (Lek Yuen) , 28™

Jun 1972, taken by D. Au, 123, 8292/8.
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Figure 4.10: GIS, General view of Lek Yuen Estate, 11* Oct 1977, taken by D. Au and S.
Chiang, 125,16953/13, 15-17.
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Figure 4.11: GIS, Lek Yuen and Wo Che Estate, 20" February 1979, taken by E. Cheng,
125,19865/36-48.
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Figure 4.12: Lek Yuen Estate and Wo Che Estate, 1982, MMIS, PHP1-8-14, Accessed 27t Jan 2020

[Available at: <link>]
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Figure 4.13: GIS, GV of Lek Yuen Estate Commercial Complex, 11™" November 1977, taken by
P. Chow, 125, 17161/20.
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Figure 4.14: SCMP via Getty Images, A supermarket located in the new Lek Yuen Estate in Sha
Tin, 5% Jul 1977, taken by Robin Lam Kit, Accessed 9™ November 2019, [Available at htips://
www.gettyimages.co.uk/detail/news-photo/supermarket-located-in-the-new-lek-yuen-
estate-in-sha-tin-news-photo/1095953812?adppopup=true].
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Figures 4.153, b, ¢, d, e ,f, g & h: Excerpt pages from various issues of Shoppers Weekly.
HKUSC, Shoppers Weekly, 1980-81, no/1, no.7, no.9.
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Figures 4.16: HKUSC, DID, ‘A village in Sha Tin’, c. 1960s, $2008.0198 <htips://digitalrepository.lib.
hku.hk/catalog/8k71np10z#?c=&m=&s=&cv=8&xywh=-187%2C-34%2C1373%2C675> [Accessed 19

Feb 2020]

-

Figures 4.17: HKUSC, DID, ‘Restaurants, Sha Tin Market Town’, by Chow, Yim-bing, Sheila, A land use
survey of Shatin Town, 1964, MSS 333.7095125 C552, MSSG-52-004 <htps://digitalrepository.lib.hku.
hk/catalog/000003025#?c=&m=&s=&cv=> [Accessed 19" Feb 2020]
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Figure 4.18: ‘Shatin New Town under development: This is the construction site of Shatin New Town
during its early stage of development. The old Shatin Market is on the right’, 1975, courtesy of Ko
Tim-keung, Hong Kong Memory <htips://www.hkmemory.hk/collections/public_housing/All_ltems/
images/201307/t20130702_61435.html?f=search&t=search_datas.jsp&path=channelid=230719|
searchword=Shatin+new+town | keyword=Shatin+new+town> [Accessed 19* Feb 2020]
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Figure 4.19: SCMP via Getty Images, ‘The future Sha Tin Town Centre with the Shing Mun River in the
background. The old Shatin Village in the centre will be cleared to make way for the bus terminal. Lek
Yuen Estate on the far left’, c. 1970s, taken by c. Y. Yu <htips://www.gettyimages.no/detail/news-
photo/the-future-sha-tin-town-centre-with-the-shing-mun-river-in-news-photo/1126288342>
[Accessed 9" November 2019].
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Figure 4.20:'Sha Tin
town centre. Wo Che
Estate on the left and
Lek Yuen Estate on
the right.” Sha Tin
Town Centre, 1982,
MMIS, PHP11-4-20,
<link> [Accessed 19"
Feb 2020]
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Figure 4.21: PHN, ‘New Town Plaza’, SCMP, 3" Dec 1984, p11.
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Hong Kong’s New Towns public housing estates, 1954-1989

Figure 4.22a: GIS, Sha Tin New Town Plaza, 22" July 1986, taken by Mau Piu,

354,32756/1-64.

83



VIVIEN CHAN A COLONY OF SHOPKEEPERS

Figure 4.23a, b &c:
GIS, Sha Tin New

Town Plaza, 22™
T July 1986, taken by
g o Mau Piu,

354,32756/2, 40,
—t 47.
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Figure 4.22b: GIS, Sha Tin New Town Plaza, 22" July 1986, taken by Mau Piu, 354,32756/1-64.
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APPENDICES A-F:
SITE VISITS

The following Appendices A-F are short reflections and photo-
assemblages from site visits conducted in the summer and
autumn of 2019. While these have not directly been referenced
in my thesis, | have included them to demonstrate my
methodology of inhabiting and interacting with the spaces
studied in this thesis. While | understand these are spaces in
their contemporary form, | also recognise the importance of
learning about space beyond its photographic representation,
where possible. Experiences such as travelling to and from these
estates help me to contextualise the distances and scales of the
spaces discussed. Such embodied knowledge then helps me to
articulate some of the concepts used in the thesis, particularly
when it involves sensorial and experiential aspects of space. |
was, in essence, constructing my own ‘sphere’ of research
through these site visits.

Many of these visits were joined and aided by friends and family
members, as well as the informants who contributed their
stories to this research. Walking and talking are methods too
often omitted from historical narratives. | include these
appendices in an effort to show some of the visual-material
potentials of such methods, as well as how these might offer
avenues for alternative histories of space.
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A KWUN TONG
WO LOK ESTATE I7TH APRIL 2019

The first few days arriving in Hong Kong started in Kwun Tong, my parent’s
birthplace. Wo Lok Estate happens to be where they both grew up, living with
multiple generations in one flat. Walking around the commercial streets, the
roads are busy with people more than cars - Styrofoam boxes and wooden
pallets full of fruit and vegetables sit on the kerbside in front of the shops
they’ll go into in due course. The mixed smells of air-conditioning and raw
meat, and sounds of the rhythmic ‘thunk’ of cleavers hitting chopping boards,
drift by as we walk around in the middle of the road. We take a route around
Yuet Wah Street, turning into the heart of the estate. The pedestrianised area
on the estate still include some of the earlier street furniture, but the old
‘slobe’ climbing frame and playground are no longer there. The green
balconies have all had their share of transformation and renovation - clear
additions of air conditioning units, window panels, trailing house plants and
contraptions for hanging laundry characterise each one.
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The single ground floor shop in one of the blocks was less for
regular groceries than to buy cigarettes or biscuits for an errang.
Instead, you had the option of shopping from the commercial
shophouses we had just walked past, or heading down to gai liu
‘chicken coop’, the old Kwun Tong Resettlement Estate hawker
bazaar. The estate had long been demolished since my parents
moved to the UK. The stairs down to the lower part of the hill, now
leading straight into the ‘new’ Tsui Ping Estate is however, still
there. My uncle had apparently gone to kindergarten in one of the
Resettlement estate rooftop schools, and my father’s family
shopped at the bazaar. My mother’s family on the other hand
rarely did, with my mother having a visceral reaction to the smells
and sensations whenever she had to go to the bazaar as a child.

A COLONY OF SHOPKEEPERS
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TSUI

PING ESTATE

I7TH APRIL 2019

A COLONY OF SHOPKEEPERS

| was somewhat more familiar with Tsui Ping Estate. Having visited the
Public Records Office next door several years earlier, | had frequented
the shops and looked in at the restaurants on its two floors during
lunch breaks. | had always admired its interesting architectural
features, having photographed the coral pink spiral staircases and
crescent-shaped balconies. | liked the stationery and toy shop on the
first floor and | always made a point to visit. Walking down the steep
stairs from Wo Lok Estate brings you to that first floor, right by the
escalators back down to the ‘sitting out” area where | would eat my
supermarket onigiri. To me, it seemed like an unusual design at the
time, and | was happy to find out that it did indeed have a special
story after speaking to Rosman Wai on the design. This time | could
understand a little more about its relationship to Kwun Tong and
public housing estate history as a whole.
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MAN ESTATE

IITH JUNE 2019

Oi Man Estate had been on my list of estates to visit, since it was
constantly in the research material. Although everyone always had
something to say about Wah Fu Estate, | was intrigued that much less had
been written about Oi Man. | had time towards the last few days of my
research trip and took my friend along to see what public housing in Hong
Kong were like. We had stopped in a small caa caan teng to have
Hainanese chicken rice before heading to the market area to buy a cold
drink. The interior of the modular market had been renovated already, but
there was still scaffolding around one side of the market. A few shops were
also on the ground floor but felt very much one in the same with the one-
storey market structure. It was somewhat busy, and people were walking
in and out of both spaces freely. Walking across to the commercial
complex, it didn’t seem busy inside. McDonalds now dominated the main
viewpoint of the building, taking the central shop space on the corner. The
white and yellow cladding indicated REIT had been along fairly recently to
privatise the complex. The colourful cladding on all the market buildings |
had seen all over Hong Kong was one of the clearest distinctions since my
last research trip three years prior, and | regretted that | hadn’t been to see
the estate earlier.
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C TSUEN WAN
FUK LOI ESTATE I7TH APRIL 2019

. iy
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e ; "f%/ l[ | oY
; i ; - Ill"“' 1 | had been to Fuk Loi Estate several times, just purely through the interests
T ~ of other people in my life. One of my aunts lived in the Kwai Fong area, and
el / | | had stayed in her flat for a night or two during my trip. Fuk Loi was a place
e L] "ﬁlﬂV {1 1 l“” e of interest to my father and his siblings because it had the same design as
fllid : , their childhood home in Kwun Tong, Wo Lok Estate. They loved to say that
e ol A Fuk Loi was treated better, and they kept pointing out how well maintained
= ME JELT Sy : |||||||m . - it was. This area of Tsuen Wan certainly felt more leafy and composed, and
% | B ‘ { el since Moon Lok Dai Ha (a Hong Kong Housing Society estate) was next
2 7 : =) |]m : all | door, it had a much more enclosed community feel than in Kwun Tong. Still,
, Rl £ (T N e 53 2 e =, | think the residents treated their balconies much the same, with some
B \‘t“;w S s | : I \E impressive self-made structures for holding their houseplants and various
S 1 screens to help maintain some privacy.
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During this trip, | had visited this area of Tsuen Wan a few times with
various people. My father’s childhood friend Rita has become a friend
and mentor of sorts to me, and she had brought me to this area to
show me the freshly painted Heung Che Market and Cooked Food
Centre. It was still publicly owned, and had an easy, comfortable
atmosphere as the evening started to bring people out to eat and
socialise together. It was neat and tidy, looking especially well-kept
due to the new coat of paint. But the inside worked just like any
other market - packed full of mismatched things, but somehow still
always neatly arranged and working like a well-oiled machine.

This little block of housing and market also happened to become a
place to get my bearings in Tsuen Wan, which | found to be rather big
and confusing to manouvre. The station is busy and has several exits
in either direction, and in order to head towards The Mills (a local
space with a museum and gallery | frequented for its exhibitions, and
where some of my friends worked at that time) | had to go past Fuk
Loi over the pedestrian bridges. The direction takes you through
several malls, which | love to walk through for both the plethora of
knickknacks and als othe well-curated skincare and clothing stores.
I've gotten lost in Hong Kong many times this way, rarely buying
anything but just enjoying looking at all the things meant to entice
you inside.
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CHEUNG CHING ESTATE 12TH JUNE 2019

CH

Cheung Ching Estate had been one of those far-off estates on
Tsing Yi Island that | had requested to go to with Rita. She had
offered to come with me on these adventures since retiring,,
yet also retaining much of her enthusiasm for the spaces : “akia RO
which had been her work for a long time as civil servant. After = — =L} ; '%‘\\ e
visiting Lei Muk Shue Estate and feeling disappointed that not o= : - : il Ny = T
only had the old market been recently demolished, but the
whole market had moved to a different spot altogether, | was
relieved to find Cheung Ching still in its rugged state. This
market was quiet at the odd hour we arrived, but it was
interesting to see the shops, most of them with some
idiosyncratic arrangement, structure or system to work out the
stalls. This ‘shopping centre’ didn’t quite have the feeling of an
indoor or outdoor commercial complex, there were no main
entrances nor air-conditioning, but since we were out atop the
hill on the island, there was a breeze coming through the
structure.
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WAH FU ESTATE

I7TH MAY 2019
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The trip over to Wah Fu Estate was a special one since this was where
Rita herself grew up. | had of course been told to visit for a long time, so
| was surprised that it was in @ much worse state than | had imagined. It
looked like it had been rather battered by the elements out here at the
edge of Hong Kong. | recognised the elements described in all the oral
history accounts | had been listening to and the articles | had read;
about the drives right up to the market, and the multiple layers of the
market and shops of the floor above. Rita explained what it was like to
live in this estate, the strategies for using the elevators to reach the right
floors, and which particular sea views she loved. | loved the tiles on the
walls of the stairwells and how beautiful they were even after ageing. In
spite of the wear and tear, the scale and structure expressed its former
glory, and | could see how it might have been impressive with its many
clear frames of view and dramatic facades.
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It was interesting to see the estate from different
points of view from all the photographs. Certain
vantages showed so clearly how the commercial

complex emerges out of the landscape like a big ship.

It was also funny to go past the beloved car park, its
features highlighted in bubblegum pink paint, but it
was also interesting to see the remnants of the
hawker stands outside.
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E SHA TIN
LEK YUEN AND WO CHE ESTATES

ISTH APRIL, 22ND APRIL, 6TH MAY, 20TH SEPTEMBER 2019

Of all the places in Hong Kong, Sha Tin feels the most
familiar. Even so, Lek Yuen Estate had always been just on
the other side of one of the main plazas | fequented in Sha
Tin New Town Centre, and yet | had never had reason to
cross the bridge into the estate. The pedestrian bridge
from Lucky Plaza takes you to the back facade of the
estate, looking down into a bakery I like, and once you
follow a ramp around the corner, you reach a few stairs
leading into the main square. A few ground floor shops
face inward towards the wet market, and since the outer
buildings are taller, the interior part of the estate feels
separate from the bustle of the main shopping malls.

l‘

g A
o A ol o
= o EEEA

108 109



VIVIEN CHAN A COLONY OF SHOPKEEPERS

To get to the other side of the estate where the commercial
complex is, | had to return up the stairs to the bridge network,
which crosses over the top of the market and attaches directly
through into the ground floor of the commercial complex. To
one side are the entrances to the restaurants on the second
floor and the supermarket, and on the other side of two glass
double doors, there is the balcony looking out over the bus
station and the garden. Continuing on the bridge following the
length of the garden towards Wo Che Estate provided
impressive views over the commercial complex and the
fountain - it certainly feels deliberate, even though in some
documents, the press releases had emphasised Wo Che as the
Racecourse as the attraction rather than Lek Yuen.
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| had been to Wo Che Estate before since they had a
relatively well-known dai pai dong within the estate. | had
always travelled there by bus so | hadn’t experienced the
pedestrian bridge from Lek Yuen before. | remembered the
commercial complex to be large, dominating structure in the
corner of the estate. Inside there was a skylight, and |
remember it being packed inside with shoppers. They had
renovated since | was last there, and | paid more attention to
the wet market on the ground floor. But it had inevitably
changed its interiors since the privatisation of the market.
More shocking was leaving the market to find the dung gu
ting, to discover it was no longer there.
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POK HONG ESTATE IOTH NOVEMBER 2019

Pok Hong was another place | wanted to revisit, another location |
have visited previously for its dung gu ting. | was relieved to see that
they were intact, and this time | could explore the commercial
complex a little more. | knew that it had been listed in the
commercial complex guide, and | could see the idiosyncrasies of the
building - it was like no other I'd seen before in Hong Kong, and it
retained its small localised character. In spite of its dramatic atrium,
it seemed rather understated and hidden from the main road,
certainly from the side | had gotten off the bus to get there. The
glass atrium of course made the space quite stuffy, even in
November, although some were sitting on the benches to chat or
read. Shops were still open, and the finish of the interior seemed
stylish for an estate that seemed further away from the centre of

Sha Tin.
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F TUEN MUN
YAU Ol AND ON TING ESTATES

24TH SEPTEMBER 2019
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To me, Tuen Mun always seemed so big and far away. Since most of my family
members live here, it was somewhere | had navigated with other people more
than by myself. During my last trip in the summer, | had missed out on a lot of
places in Tuen Mun, only having had chance to visit Tai Hing Estate with my aunt.
But | was curious to see some of the places that had been mentioned in often in

the archives.

This time | asked Jeffrey and Kris from Building Narrative to tour some estates in
Tuen Mun with me, since they’d recently invited me to present some of my work
to them. They had a lot to share with me since they were both architects and
could really give me and impression of how Tuen Mun factored in terms of the
different commercial complexes in Hong Kong. These estates were massive in
scale to me, even in comparison to Wah Fu Estate. Perhaps it also had to do with
the infrastructure and scale of the estates themselves, certainly when | compare
them to the likes of those in Sha Tin. The estates flowed so seamlessly into one
another that it was hard to distinguish which was Yau Oi Estate and which was On
Tine. We found where the main pedestrian interchange between the estates
came together, with the dramatic drop over the road underneath.
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APPENDIX G:
MAPS

Here | have included image records of an interactive map of the
major sites discussed in the thesis. Although it is not an
exhaustive map, it does give a sense of where many of these
spaces sit in the landscape, and therefore why many logistical
concerns about the New Towns persisted. These included
distances from work, traditional commercial and community
centres, and indeed from the cosmopolitan centres of Hong
Kong on the southern tip of Kowloon and the northern shore of
Hong Kong Island.

This map has been compiled using uMap, an open-source tool
developed my Open Street Maps. An interactive digital version of
the map is accesible at this link: http://u.osmfr.org/m/1038821/
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APPENDIX H:
MULTI-LAYER TIMELINE

Inspired by the historical diagrams drawn by Fluxus artist,
George Maciunas, this timeline locates the major and minor
events related to Hong Kong'’s political, housing and cultural

history as well as global events that affected Hong Kong’s
condition in the postwar period. This is not designed to be an
exhaustive timeline, but rather experiments with showing the
interwoven relationship between macro and micro histories of
Hong Kong. While some of these events and a result of direct
cause-and-effect, other connections show the possibilities of
speculative spatial connections in histories of Hong Kong. Such

a concept relates back to Doreen Massey’s notion of spheres

of multiplicity in her definition of space.
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SPACES

GLOBAL

OF CONSUMPTION TIMELINE

HK GOVERNMENT

HONG KONG IS
COLONISED BY

HOUSING

HONG KONG

FIRST CENTRAL MARKET
IS BUILT 146,168

1842 BRITAIN
1858 MARKET
ORDINANCE
|1858 146,151,169
KOWLOON 1S
1860 CEDED TO BRITAIN
NEW TERRITORIES
LEASED FOR 99
1898 YEARS
CHINESE CIVIL
| Q27 WAR BEGINS
1936 HAWKER
1936 ORDINANCE 40
SECOND SINO- SECOND CENTRAL
|9 37 JAPANESE WAR MARKET
| 9 39 WORLD WAR TWO
JAPANESE
OCCUPATION OF
HONG KONG
194 | BEGINS 31-33
CHINESE CIVIL
1945 wAR RESUMES
PLANNER PATRICK MARK YOUNG POPULATION OF HONG
ABERCROMBIE RESUMES AS KONG 600,000
COMPLETES PLAN GOVERNOR
OF LONDON AND
194 6 NEW TOWNS
EXPERIENCED HONG KONG HOUSING
COLONIAL SOCIETY IS FOUNDED
OFFICER FROM A LARGE DONATION
ALEXANDER BY THE MAYOR OF
GRANTHAM LONDON 33
SUCCEEDS AS
GOVERNOR 31-33
TOWN PLANNING
OFFICE
ESTABLISHED BY
COLONIAL OFFICE
IN LONDON
ABERCROMBIE
PLAN AND REPORT
OF HONG KONG
PUBLISHED 32
MEGARRY REPORT
1947 47-48
SESSEEIE oF GRANTHAM STATES IN
HIS 1949 ADDRESS
CHINA “TRADE 1S THE
ESTABLISHED LIFEBLOOD OF THIS
COLONY....I AM PROUD
OF BEING GOVERNOR
OF A COLONY OF
SHOPKEEPERS." 33
POPULATION OF HONG
KONG TRIPLES TO 1.8
1949 MILLION
KOREAN WAR
POPULATION REACHES
BEGINS 2 MILLION WITH
e
HAWKER INQUIRY
1950 |5 330,000 56
UNITED STATES HKHS FORMALLY SHANGHAINESE
PLACES EMBARGO ESTABLISHED INDUSTRIALIST
ON PRC REFUGEES BEGIN
ESTABLISHING POST-
WAR MANUFACTURING
COMPANIES
UNIVERSITY OF HONG
KONG ESTABLISHES
ARCHITECTURE
195 | DEPARTMENT 132
SHEUNG LI UK (HKHS)
DESIGNED BY
ARCHITECT MICHAEL
WRIGHT OPENED AS
1952 FIRST HKHS ESTATE
BRITAIN SHEK KIP MEI FIRE 35,
PROMOTES 87
PREFABRICATED
HOUSING
STRUCTURES TO
REBUILD
COMMONWEALTH
TERRITORIES. HK
|95 3 DECLINES 154-155
THE HOUSING ORDINANCE
RESETTLEMENT LAUNCHES RESETTLEMENT
DEPARTMENT AND PROGRAMME
HOUSING
AUTHORITY RESETTLEMENT ESTATES
ESTABLISHED AT SHEK KIP MEI
FROM HOUSING COMPLETED BY THE END
1954 ORDINANCE 35-36 OF THE YEAR
VIETNAM WAR RONALD HOLMES
BEGINS BECOMES
DIRECTOR OF
URBAN SERVICES
1955 59-6 |
DOUBLE TEN RIOTS,
WITH MOST ACTIVITY
TAKING PLACE IN TSUEN
WAN 37,53,133
1956
HAWKER REPORT NORTH POINT ESTATE (HA)
IS PUBLISHED 60, IS COMPLETED AS FIRST
90, 95-96 HA ESTATE
19657
MODULAR ROBERT BLACK EXPERIMENTAL
INFORMATION SUCCEEDS AS BAZAAR IS OPENED
SHEETS BY GOVERNOR AT TAl HANG TUNG
BRUCE MARTIN RESETTLEMENT
PUBLISHED IN HOLMES ESTATE 88-89, 9|
EKISTICS BECOMES
DISTRICT SHATIN HEOI! (SHATIN
COMMISSIONER MARKET VILLAGE) IS
FOR THE NEW ESTABLISHED 216-218
1958 TERRITORIES
CENSUS KWUN TONG
DEPARTMENT RESETTLEMENT ESTATE
ESTABLISHED (PWD) COMPLETED 67-69,
93-94,106
HAWKER
CONTROL FORCE
ESTABLISHED
1950 62-63, 65-67
J.M. FRASER DONALD LIAO PROMOTED NINE SIGNAL-10
BECOMES HONG TO CHIEF ARCHITECT OF TYPHOONS AND TWO
KONG HA 132,156-157,200-202, MAJOR RAINSTORMS
COMMISSIONER 207-208, 221 OCCUR BETWEEN 1960
1960 FOR HOUSING 123 AND 1979
FIRST FULL LOW-COST HOUSING POPULATION OF HONG
POST-WAR PROGRAMME INTRODUCED KONG 3.1 MILLION
POPULATION
CENSUS IS
CONDUCTED BY
CENSUS
1961 DEPARTMENT 38
WO LOK ESTATE (LCGH,HA)
1962 COMPLETED 105
MALAYSIA FORMED STUDY ON
FROM FORMER SQUATTERS AND
BRITISH COLONIES PUBLIC HOUSING
MALAYA, NORTH COMMISSIONED IN
BORNEO, SARAWAK PREPARATION FOR
AND SINGAPORE REVIEW OF
1963 HOUSING 38
SINGAPORE RACE 1964 WHITE PAPER GEOGRAPHY STUDENTS
RIOTS 124 ON HOUSING AT HKU CONDUCT LAND-
RELEASED USE SURVEYS BETWEEN
SINGAPORE 1964-66 94-95,98-
BEGINS DAVID TRENCH 99,216-217
DEVELOPMENT OF SUCCEEDS AS
|9 64 NEW TOWN PAYOH GOVERNOR
131
SINGAPORE COLONY OUTLINE
EXPELLED FROM PLAN BEGINS
MALAYSIA AND PREPARATIONS 112,
UNEXPECTEDLY 119-121
BECOMES
|96 5 INDEPENDENT 132
CULTURAL HAWKER SURVEY SAU MAU PING 1966 STAR FERRY RIOTS
REVOLUTION CONDUCTED RESETTLEMENT ESTATE 64, 133, 203
BEGINS IN PRC MOSTLY IN YAU (PWD) COMPLETED 84, 122
MA TEI AREA 158 OCEAN TERMINAL
LAM TIN RESETTLEMENT OPENED AS HK'S FIRST
ESTATE (PWD) COMPLETED SHOPPING MALL 185
196 6 123-124
SINGAPORE HONG KONG FUK LOI ESTATE 1967 RIOTS, LARGELY
CONCEPT PLAN ANNOUNCES (LCGH, HA) CONSIDERED
FORMULATED 132 PARTICIPATION IN COMPLETED WATERSHED FOR THE
WORLD EXPO 1970 TRIALLING TILT-UP FORMULATION OF A
CUMBERNAULD METHOD 156-157 HONG KONG IDENTITY
NEW TOWN CENTRE 59,64,79-80,126,203
COMPLETED IN
GLASGOW 192 FIRST HONG KONG WEEK
1967 134
HAWKER HA IS REQUIRED TO PAY
COMMITTEES SET FULL LAND AND
UP BY URBAN DEVELOPMENT COSTS
COUNCIL 58-60,
64-66 WAH FU ESTATE (HA),
DESIGNED BY LIAO
COMPLETED 61,172-
175,179-180,185-186,199-
1968 201,203,207-208
COLONY OUTLINE COLIN BRAMWELL, PWD FIRST FESTIVAL OF
PLAN COMPLETED ARCHITECT, TRIALS A NEW HONG KONG 134
71,104-105,109,111- MODULAR MARKET FOR
113,125,134,151,158- PUBLIC HOUSING ESTATES
159,173,177-179 151-15 3
NEW HAWKER RESTAURANTS IN
POLICY RESETTLEMENT ESTATES
INTRODUCED 59- ARE ALSO TRIALLED 127-
1969 60,68 128
NGAU TAU KOK
RESETTLEMENT ESTATE
(PWD) COMPLETED 114-
1970 115,122
MURRAY YAU TONG RESETTLEMENT SECOND HONG KONG
MACLEHOSE ESTATE (PWD) COMPLETED FESTIVAL
SUCCEEDS AS
GOVERNOR 134- FIRST SIX YEARS OF
137,208-2009 EDUCATION IS MADE
1971 COMPULSORY
ALL HOUSING- TEN-YEAR HOUSING CHINESE UNIVERSITY
RELATED PROGRAMME LAUNCHED, OF HONG KONG
DEPARTMENTS INCLUDING CAPITAL ESTABLISHES THE
CENTRALISED INTO FUNDING PROVIDED BY HONG KONG SOCIAL
THE HOUSING GOVERNMENT 135,172,217 RESEARCH CENTRE,
DEPARTMENT AND WHICH GOES ON TO
THE NEW HONG KWAI HING ESTATE (HA) PUBLISH EXTENSIVELY
KONG HOUSING COMPLETED 159,162-163 ON HOUSING, HAWKING
AUTHORITY AND URBAN
153,138-139,160- DEVELOPMENT ISSUES
161, 173-175 THROUGHOUT THE
1970S 5,8,181
THE INFORMATION
SERVICED
DEPARTMENT
LAUNCHES THE
KEEP HONG KONG
CLEAN CAMPAIGN
60-61,66-68,
136,227-228
1972
GLOBAL OIL CRISIS PHASE | OF NEW TOWNS
BEGINS 135,187
KWAI FONG ESTATE (HA)
1973 COMPLETED
MACLEHOSE Ol MAN ESTATE (HKHA) THIRD HONG KONG
LAUNCHES COMPLETED 174-175,202- FESTIVAL
INDEPENDENT 208
COMMISSION T.G. MCGEE PUBLISHES
AGAINST HAWKERS IN HONG KONG
1974 CORRUPTION 136 53, 57-58
VIETNAM WAR NEW MARKET STANDARD QUEEN ELIZABETH Il
ENDS FOR ESTATES DEVISED BY VISITS HONG KONG
HKHA ARCHITECT S.C. FOR THE FIRST TIME
CHEUNG INCLUDING VISIT TO Ol
MAN ESTATE 136,204-
LEK YUEN ESTATE (HKHA) 205
COMPLETED 175,180,212-
214,217-225,228-229 HONG KONG'S FIRST
MCDONALDS OPENS IN
CAUSEWAY BAG
STUDENTS
SUCCESSFULLY
CAMPAIGN TO MAKE
CANTONESE AN
OFFICIAL LANGUAGE
MTR BEGINS
CONSTRUCTION
FIRST GROUP OF
VIETNAMESE REFUGEES
1975 ARRIVE
COUNTRY PARKS
1976 ORDINANCE 136
LAl YIU ESTATE (HKHA)
1977 COMPLETED 179-180
DENG XIAOPING HOME OWNERSHIP SCHEME
ANNOUNCES OPEN LAUNCHED 137-138,193
DOOR POLICY IN
1978 Pcr 44
MACLEHOSE AND
DENG INFORMALLY
DISCUSS HONG
|979 KONG'S FUTURE 44
LIAO BECOMES WO CHE ESTATE (HKHA) POPULATION OF HONG
SECRETARY FOR COMPLETED 153-154, 193- KONG 5 MILLION
HOUSING AND 195, 198
CHAIRMAN OF THE
HKHA FIRST BLOCK OF ON TING
ESTATE (HKHA)
COMPLETED, MARKING
1980 IOOTH ESTATE SINCE 1954
BRITISH CENTRE FOR ASIAN
NATIONALITY ACT STUDIES AT HKU
LAUNCHES HONG KONG
STUDIES PROGRAMME 52
198
MARGARET EDWARD TEN-YEAR HOUSING
THATCHER VISITS YOUDE PROGRAMME EXTENDED
BEIJING SUCCEEDS AS FOR 5 MORE YEARS 45
GOVERNOR
SISTER ESTATES ON TING
1982 AND YAU Ol ESTATE (HKHA)
COMPLETED 153-154
BUTTERFLY ESTATE BLACK SATURDAY
(HKHA) COMPLETED 196- MARKS ALL-TIME LOW
197 IN CONSUMER
CONFIDENCE,
RESULTING IN A
CURRENCY, BANKING
1983 AND FISCAL CRISIS
THATCHER AND LOK FU ESTATE (HKHA) SHA TIN NEW TOWN
DENG SIGN THE COMPLETED 194-196 PLAZA IS COMPLETED
1084 SINO-BRITISH 219, 224-230
DECLARATION
HKHA STARTS TO
1985 DEMOLISH OLD
RESETTLEMENT ESTATES
HONG KONG
BRITISH
NATIONALITY
|98 6 ORDER CREATED
NEW LONG-TERM HOUSING NUMBERS EMIGRATING
STRATEGY EMPHASISES FROM HK GROW TO
1987 HOME OWNERSHIP 30,000 A YEAR
LAST PASAR HKHA REORGANISED TO
MALAM IN BECOME FURTHER
SINGAPORE FINANCIALLY
1988 cLosES 129-130 INDEPENDENT
TIENANMEN TSUI PING ESTATE (HKHA) EMIGRATION NUMBERS
SQUARE COMPLETED WITH FROM HONG KONG
MASSACRE STREETS IN THE SKY GROWS TO 40,000 PER
SHOPPING PRECINCT YEAR AND AROUND
CONCEPT 233 60,000 AFTER
1989 TIENANMEN SQUARE

THIS TIMELINE ATTEMPTS TO SHOW A
MULTILAYERED HISTORY OF CONSUMPTION
SPACES IN HONG KONG.

Inspired by the historical diagrams drawn by Fluxus artist, George Maciunas, this

timeline locates the major and minor events related to Hong Kong’s political, housing
and cultural history as well as global events that affected Hong Kong’s condition in the
postwar period. This is not designed to be an exhaustive timeline, but rather

experiments with showing the interwoven relationship between macro and micro

histories of Hong Kong. While some of these events and a result of direct cause-and-
effect, other connections show the possibilities of speculative spatial connections in

histories of Hong Kong. Such a concept relates back to Doreen Massey’s notion of

spheres of multiplicity in her definition of space.
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