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To Vincent Novello Euston Street, 4 July 1823

ALS, 1 p. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 164)

Addressed: To | M’ Vincent Novello

My dear Novello

My old Friend, M*® Jos. Barret,) (No 50. Upper Berkley Street,
Edgware <Road>) a sensible, worthy, conscientious and feeling Character,
has given me his solemn Promise, that should he outlive me, which I most
cordially hope and trust he will, I may safely depend upon his energetic
Endeavour to fulfil my Request and gratify my earnest Desire of having my
poor Remains deposited as near as can possibly be contrived to the precious
Relicks of my transcendent and inestimable Friend? in the Church Yard of
Paddington:-- and I have stated to the said J. B. my firm Persuasion that you
will readily & heartily co-operate with him towards the punctual
Accomplishment of this my anxious Wish, long cherished, & unceasing.

I own that you would much gratify me by consenting to an Interview
with him upon the Subject, and which I am positive you would not afterwards
regret, as you would find him a perfectly well bred Man, possessed moreover
of the unaffected Delicacy which belongs to a genuine Philanthropist,
therefore you need not apprehend from him the slightest future Encroachment
on your Time by a viva voce Agreement & Stipulation to perform a tender
Act of Charity to him who was once

S Wesley
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To Vincent Novello Euston Strect, 26 November [1823)"

ANS, 1 p. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 166)

Addressed: To | M* Novello | Shacklewell Green | Stoke Newington | Paid

Pmk: 26 NO 1823

Dear N.

Pray give me a Line informing me when and where we could meet for

half an Hour’s confidential Chat.

I want your Advice upon a Point relative to a Society consisting of
Fools, Knaves, and Musicians,? which last Personages you know full well are

always a Mixture of both.

Yours as always

S Wesley

26" of Nov. | Euston Street | 16.

1. The year is given by the postmark.
2. No doubt the Glee Club: see SW's draft letter to Richard Clark, enclosed with the

following letter to Novello.
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To Vincent Novello [Euston Street], 24 December 18231

ALS, 1 p. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 168)
Addressed: To | M" Novello | Shacklewell Green | Stoke Newington | Paid

Pmk: DE 1823

Dear N
Tell me promptly & bluntly whether you approve the annexed.?
Since we met, I have been thinking that an Improvement in our Mode
of Adieu on Wednesday® would be made by your submitting for once in a way
to sleep for that Night in that Quarter of the world aptly termed by Byron "the
Devil’s Drawing Room," or London, (in a word less appropriate)*-- In this
Case we shall be enabled to brave Danger together, and if both murdered any

where about Chalk Farm, the Advantage of such an Event in Company is too

great to be rationally slighted by two such stoical Philosophers as you and
SW

Thursday. 6 of Dec’ 1823.

[Enclosure: ]}’

To MF Secretary Clark®

Sir

As I no longer now attempt to sing (although in Years past I found
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singing an Amuscment) I feel conscious that I can afford no Assistance in this
way to any vocal Society; moreover, the Truth is, that in growing old, I
suspect 1 grow also somewhat fastidious, acknowledging that I am a little
weary of musical Chords in the shape of Glees.-- ‘You have successfully
obtained for the Club’ a skilful extemporaneous Pianist,® therefore no Chasm
in you usual series of Performances can be occasioned by my future Lack of
Attendance.’

With this short Statement of simple Fact I add a sincere Wish that the
Prosperity of the Society may continue equally secured by fresh Acquisition
of Talent, and uninterrupted Permanence of Unanimity; remaining
Sir,

obediently yours

SW

1. This letter is misdated: 6 Dec. was not a Thursday in 1823. The correct date should
probably be Thursday 4 Dec.

2. The draft letter to Clark below.

3. 10 Dec., when SW and Novello apparently had a social engagement together. The
reference later in the letter to Chalk Farm, which was evidently to be on their
homeward route, suggests that it may have been at the house of James Harding at
Kentish Town (see SW to Novello, 18 Sept. [1824]), or with the Burgh family in
Hampstead (see SW to Novello, 13 Sept. 1824).

4. i.e. at SW’s house in Euston Street. Novello had moved earlier in the year out of

central London to Shacklewell Green, Hackney, and it would have been more
convenient for him for him to stay overnight with SW after an evening engagement

than to return home immediately. The original source of the description is in fact
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Smollett’s Roderick Random (1748), ch. 18.

BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 169.

Richard Clark (1780-1856), secretary of the Glee Club, composer, arranger, and
author, had begun his career as a chorister at St Georges’s Chapel, Windsor; he was
later lay clerk at St George’s chapel and at Eton (1802- l'l). lay vicar of Westminster
Abbey and vicar choral of St Paul’s (1811), and Gentleman of the Chapel Royal
(1820). In 1814 he published The First Volume of Poet The Most Favorit

Pieces as Performed _at the Noblemen and Gentlemen’s Catch Club, the Glee Club

and all Public Societies, which also included a brief history of these societies. He
was described in an article on the Catch and Glee Clubs in OMMR, 2 (1820), 324-
331 as ‘a gentleman of leamning and research’.

The Glee Club, which had met regularly since 1787 to dine and sing madrigals,
glees, catches, and canons. By this time it met on alternate Saturdays at the Crown
and Anchor Tavern, on the corner of Arundel Street and the Strand. Its membership
consisted of noblemen and gentlemen (who were subscribing members) and
professional musicians (who had honorary status); there were also a number of
‘perpetual visitors’. Over the years its honorary members included Samuel Arnold,
Samuel Webbe I and 1I, Callcott, and Bartleman, while among those who attended
as visitors were Mendelssohn and Moscheles. A long article in QMMR in 1820 listed
thirty subscribers, thirteen honorary members, and seven perpetual visitors, of whom
SW was one (Grove!; Grove®; ‘The Catch and Glee Club’, QMMR, 2 (1820), 324-
31).

Not identified, but evidently a replacement for SW. The 1820 QMMR account
recorded that the performance of glees was ‘sometimes interspersed with
extemporaneous playing on the piano forte by Mr Wesley, whose erudition and
execution are so universally the object of admiration’.

Included with SW’s letters to Novello at BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 304 is a

scrap of paper in SW’s hand with the following four lines of doggerel, no
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doubt connected with this letter:

I forbear with the Glee Club in future to dine

Tho’ the Members are all so respectable
Bad singing, bad Viands, false Friends, & bad Wine

Are to me (I confess) not delectable.
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To Vincent Novello [Euston Street], 19 December 1823

ALS, 1 p. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 171)

Addressed: To | M Novello | Shacklewell Green | near | Stoke Newington

Pmk: 1823

Dear N

As a formidable Bench of musical Amateurs are to sit in Judgement
upon my Magnificat & Nunc Dimittis on Thursday next,! you will oblige me
by putting it into your Pocket on Sunday, when if you will leave it in Percy
Street? I shall be able to get at it in good Time.-- I hope you have performed
your Promise of putting out or in any Note you have found could be changed
for the better.-- I think that among my manifold Sins & Infirmities you will
not impute to me pretended Humility, for there is not another professional
Man in England, Scotland, or Ireland, whose Emendation would be worth a

Button 1n the Opinion of
Yours truly
SW

19% of Dec’ 1823. | Friday

1. A reference to the projected performance of SW’s settings of the two evening
canticles, composed the previous year, at St Paul’s Cathedral on Christmas Day.
These completed his morning and evening service, which he was to publish the

following year; it also included his 1808 settings of the Te Deum and Jubilate from
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Matins and his 1806 setting of the Responses to the Commandments and the Sanctus
from the Communion Service. Discussion of the arrangements for further

performances of the service, its publication and its critical reception, loom large in
the letters of 1824 and 1825.

Novello’s former address, which he perhaps retained as his business premises

following his move to Shacklewell Green,
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To Vincent Novello Euston Street, 17 February [1824)"

ALS, 1 p. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 173)
Addressed: To | M Novello | Shacklewell Green' | Stoke Newington |
Tuesday 17 Feb.

Pmk: 17 FE 1824

16 Euston Street
17. Feb.

Dear N
"The Gossip, Report" is seldom "an honest Woman of her Word," &
therefore I want to know from you whether she has lyed in declaring that you
are to be an Umpire in the approaching digital Contest among the Psalm Tune
Combatants at S' George’s Hanover Square.’-— I have been talked into
becoming one Fool among many, and to appeal to learned Hearers whether
at 58 years’ old I can resolve 6/4 with equal Certainty as M* Mather,* M’ J.
Sale’ and a numerous Host of more fashionable Opponents than your old

Friend.
You will easily believe that my past Experience renders me tolerably
philosophical as to what my be the Event, but 1 choose to disprove the

Falsehood which has been pretty successfully circulated, that I am averse from

all musical Employment, tho’ that I hate Music as a Source of great Misery

is unquestionably true.--

Let me hear, when I can get half an Hour’s Chat with you.
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Y™ as ever,

SW

1, The year is given by the postmark.
2. Merchant of Venice, IlI. i, 6-7.

3. i.c. the election for the post of organist, for which SW was a candidate. SW was
unsuccessful in his application; the identity of the successful candidate is not known.

4. George Mather, the blind organist of St Bride's, Fleet Street from 1821 until his
death in 1854 (Brown and Stratton; Dawe).

5. John Bernard Sale (1779-1856), bass singer, composer, and organist, chorister at St
George’s Chapel, Windsor, and Eton College (1785), lay vicar at Westminster Abbey
(1800), gentleman of the Chapel Royal (1803), organist of St Margaret’s,
Westminster (1809); later organist of the Chapel Royal (1838), and music teacher to

Queen Victoria (Shaw).
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To James Bishop Euston Street, 28 February [1824]"

ALS, 1 p. (Argory)

Addressed: Mr Bishop | Organ Builder | York Buildings

Euston St. Euston Sq 16

Saturday Feb 28

Sir

[ presume you are already informed that the Organ to be finished for
M" M*Gough by_you in Consequence of M* Davis having declined proceeding
with it himself, was bespoken by me originally, I having recommended M’
Davis to M* MG among the various Builders to whom he had previously

applied.-- Mr D agreed to pay me a Premium of 50 Guineas for the

Commission, and I scarcely need to add, that as the Job is now in your Hands
(which are very good ones) of Course the Settlement of my Bargain with him
is made over to you and that when the Organ is compleated you alone will be
the Party to whom I must look for the stipulated sum.?

I thought right to state the Fact to you, that no future Mistake upon the
Subject may arise, and shall be obliged by a Line in Answer, remaining
Sir,

Y™ obed"

S. Wesley.
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The year is given by 28 Feb. falling on a Saturday and the content (sce also SW to
Novello, 8 Mar. 1824).

The practice of organ-builders paying commission to organists for reccommending
their work was widespread, but (as SW knew all too well), builders frequently
refused to pay commission duec. As SW's letter to Novéllo of 8 Mar. shows, this is
what happened in this case. The 50 guineas commission originally agreed between
SW and Davis may have represented 10% of the original estimated cost. If so, this
would have been in line with the rate usually paid in these circumstances: Bishop's
estimate of 3 Mar. 1824 for the Argory organ was for £600. For the commission

system and its abuses, see Nicholas Thistlethwaite, ‘The Hill-Gauntlett Revolution:

An Epitaph?’, JBIOS, 16 (1992), 50-9; p. S1.
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To Alfred Pettet Euston Street, 8 March [1824]

ALS, 2 pp. (BL, Egerton MS 2159, f. 76)
Addressed: To | Alfred Pettet Esq" | Professor of Music | Norwich | March
8

Pmk: 8 MR 1824

Euston Street.

Monday March 8.

Dear Sir
I am aware that I ought (in friendly Propriety) to have much sooner

acknowledged your former Letter & obliging Present,? but you will hardly
believe me when I assure you that Letter Writing, which was once an

Amusement & Gratification, (and in numerous Instances is an indispensable
Duty) has now become rather an irksome Task:-- I do not love to write a
Tirade of careless Nonsense, and am grown so fastidious with myself as to
suspect myself often of producing in general very little better.

There is a little Anthem of mine in 4 Parts, composed originally to the
two first Verses of the 65® Psalm, with Latin Words, but which are
transferable into English with equal good Effect in the Music: the Anthem has
never been heard but among select Friends, and therefore (tho’ written Years
ago) will in Public appear asa N ovelty.’- I mean to adapt the English Words

without Delay, and flatter myself that it will suit your Purpose at least as well
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as a Collect: you have already three of this Sort, and therefore it strikes me

that a short ful] Anthem will not be only equivalent, but as welcome to the
Eye by its Title.*

I am preparing in my old Days to pester the World with another Dosc
of Egotism, in thrusting forward a Mormning & Evening Service, viz, Te
Deum, Jubilate, Sanctus, Kyrie eleeson, Magnificat, and Nunc dimittis:® for
which Proposals are already issued,® and the said Tunes are promised to make
their Appearance for Judgment & Execution in the Month of May.’-- Some of
my partial Friends, and among them Novello have said very encouraging
Things about them, and I am inclined to trust that the Publication will be at
all Events not at Matter of Loss, which however we know to be the very
frequent Case with the Works of the most meritorious Pretensions.

If you choose to know all how & about_it, I will send you some

Proposals, together with your Book, and the Anthem in Question, requesting

you to inform me in what Way it will be most agreeable to you for me to

forward them.

Believe me to remain

My dear Sir
Very faithfully yours

S Wesley

My best Comp" and Thanks to M"™ P. for her Epicurean Treat of rich

unadulterated Sausages: an Article unattainable in the pestilential Pork Shops

of lovely London!
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The year is given by 8 Mar. falling on a Monday and SW's discussion of his sctting
of ‘Te decet hymnus® and of his Service. (sce nn. 3-5)

Not preserved: it evidently contained a request for SW to contribute a composition
for inclusion in the collection of sacred music that Pettet was compiling. This was
Qriginal Sacred Music, published probably in 1825. Tl;e ‘obliging present’ was no
doubt the ‘Epicurcan Treat of rich unadulterated Sausages’ sent by Pettet’s wife and
mentioned in SW's postscript.

SW's 1798 setting of ‘Te decet hymnus' (autograph at RCM, MS 4020).

SW's adaptation of *Te decet hymnus® to English words appeared in Original Sacred
Music as the full anthem ‘Thou O Lord art praised in Sion’ (autograph RCM, MS
4028).

The Kyrie Eleison and Sanctus in fact belong to the Communion Service. SW
explained his unorthodox spelling of ‘eleison’ in the Preface to the published edition
of the service as being a more correct transliteration of the Greek.

Proposals had apparently been issued by 24 Feb, SW’s birthday: on this date Charles
Wesley jun. recorded in his diary that he had written on SW’s behalf to Lord
Hampden and ‘Mr Edgcumbe’ (Lord Mount-Edgcumbe), presumably to elicit
subscriptions for the Service (Stevenson, Memorials, 464).

In fact, the Service was not published until late Oct.
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To Yincent Novello [Euston Street], 8 March 1824

ALS, 1 p. (BL, Add. MS 11729, {. 175)

Addressed: To | M* Novello | Shacklewell Green | near | Kingsland

Pmks: 9 MR 1824 MR 9 1824

Monday 8. March. 1824.

Dear N

I hasten to forward the enclosed:! let me know what Number of them
you wish to have in Addition: the Matter is rather en bon Train as to
Publicity, inasmuch as Attwood manifests a Desire to perform the Pieces at
S* Paul’s, on a Sunday; when the most Auditors are likely to be present, and

consequently the better chance of catching Ears, and if the Sixpences can be

caught together with them, so much the better for the Concarn.

Honest Mess™ Davis & Bishop together have just swindled me out of
50 Guineas:? You will perhaps say, what else could I expect of a Bishop? but
the Marvel is that such a Philosopher as Davis, (a worthy Wight who is not
so vulgar as to believe in a God, or a Devil) should do such a Thing.

Little Evans® (whose Veracity we all know to be unquestionable) tells
me that you have formally delivered in your Resignation of the South Street
Drudgery:* and yet I wish a Confirmation of the Fact from yourself before 1

give any decisive Answer to Enquirers.

Yours as ever
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SW

Not preserved: presumably the proposals for the Service.

The commission for the Argory organ, which Davis and Bishop had evidently
declined to pay.

Charles Smart Evans (1780-1849), alto singer, composer, teacher, and organist, As
a boy he was a chorister at the Chapel Royal and studied under Edmund Ayrton. He
was appointed joint organist with Callcott at St Paul’s, Covent Garden in 1798, and
in 1808 became a Gentleman of the Chapel Royal. He was the composer of more
than twenty glees (Grove!; Baptie; RSM).

i.e. the organist’s position at the Portuguese Embassy chapel.
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To Alfred Pettett [Euston Strect], 18 March 1824

ALS, 1 p. (Drew, Wesley Family Letters, Samuel Wesley (1766-1837) scries)

Addressed: A. Pettet Esq

Euston Street.
March. 18. 1824
Dear Sir,

I thank you for your kind Letter,! regretting at the same Time that I
cannot at this Writing send the MS. which I design for you,? but which shall
be ready shortly.-—- from your former Letter I understood that a Month from
that Date would be sufficiently soon to suit your Purpose; so that I did not
proceed so promptly to the Adaptation I explained to you as I should have
done had you named an earlier Period.

I transmit herewith the Prospectus of my intended Publication,’ nothing
doubting that you will aid its Progress in your Part of the World by a good
Word, and I think my good friends Egar®* and Pymar will feel similarly
disposed.

The Service is soon to be performed at S' Paul’s, so you may supposed

me in dread Anxiety for the Verdict of the learned Canons, Vicars-Choral,
Vergers, Bellows Blower &c.

With best Respects to M® P.
believe me, my dear Sir,

most truly yours,
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S. Wesley

1, Not preserved.

2. ‘Thou, O God, art praised in Sion’, SW'’s contribution to Pettet’s Orjginal Sacred

Music.

3. The Service.

4. i.e. John Eager of Great Yarmouth.
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To Vincent Novello [Euston Street], 23 March [1824)"

ALS, 1 p. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 53)

Addressed: To | M* Novello

23 March

Dear N.

Thanks.?-- Do you chuse that the Words "Organist to the Portuguese
Embassy" shall stand in the printed List after your Name??

I am puzzled how to dub the Folk aright, and who are to be ycleped
Squires, & who only plain Misters.-- I want to evite all Qui pro quo that I
can, but the Mischief is that they who have the Jeast Right to the Title of

Armiger] are the most likely to be offended without it.

Pray counsel me upon this momentous Matter.

The Service is to be rehearsed on Saturday next* at S* Paul’s: at least
so I am told, but I depend upon Nothing -- if you like to take your Chance,
do.

Y™ in Haste

SW

1. The year is given by the reference to the rehearsal of the Service (see n. 4).

2. Doubtless for Novello’s agreement to subscribe for six copies of the Service.

3. SW was anxious to establish how Novello wished to be described on the subscription

list, as he had by this time announced his resignation from the Portuguese Embassy
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4.

chapel. The subscription list docs in fact describe Novello in this way, and it appears

that he retained his title as organist at the Portuguese Embassy chapel even after

formally giving up the post: he is described thus on the title pages of The Fitzwilliam

Music (published in late 1825 or early 1826) and A Periodical Collection of Sa

Music (71826).

i.e. on 27 Mar. The performance was later postponed to 3 Apr. (sce next letter).
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To Yincent Novello [Euston Street], 25 March [1824)"

ALS, 1 p. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 55)

Addressed: M* Novello | To the Care of Miss Campbell?

Dear N
Attwood has postponed the Day of Trial to Saturday week (Ap. 3), &
I think for a sensible Reason: he says that as that is the Day of rehearsing the
Philharmonic Concert,?> many of his Friends will be in Town on that Account,
& will come to S* Paul’s before, & perhaps after the Rehearsal too.*
Moreover, an Anthem of his own is also to be sung.*
Y™ as usual
SW
Thursday. | March 25.

* I mean that they will probably attend the Afternoon as well as the Morning

Service.

1. The year is given by the references to the Service and the rehearsal for the
Philharmonic Society concert (see n. 3).

2. Not identified.

3. The Philharmonic Society concert was on the following Monday, 5 Apr.

4. Not identified.
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To Robert Glenn Euston Street, 1 April [1824]'

ANS, 1 p. (BL, Add. MS 35013, f. 80)
Addressed: R Glenn Esq. | Kirby Street | Hatton Garden | Thursday.

Pmk: 1 AP 1824

Dear Sir

My Service is to be tried at S* Paul’s on Saturday next (3¢ Inst.) in the

Morning and Afternoon--

I felt it my Duty to inform you thereof, and remain (in Haste)
most truly yours

S Wesley

Thursday Ap. 1. | Euston St.

1. The year is given by 1 Apr. falling on a Thursday and SW'’s reference to the

performance of the Service.
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To Alfred Pettet Euston Strcet, 6 April 1824

ALS, 1 p. (Drew, Wesley Family Letters, Samuel Wesley (1766-1837) series)

Addressed: To | A. Pettet Es? | Norwich

Dear Sir

There is a good Latin Proverb, "He who gives promptly, gives twice:"
[Bis dat, qui citd dat)' and which ought to make me ashamed of having
detained you in such tedious Expectation of my Minims and Crotchets:?
however, at last here they are, and I yet trust will arrive in Time to save you
and your Engraver from serious Inconvenience: I thought you would prefer
the Canto Part written in the G rather than the C Clef (as it originally was) the

Generality of female Amateurs not being so well versed in the Use of the

Latter.3--

The sole Reason of your not obtaining the Anthem earlier has been the
Necessity I have been under of transcribing the Voice Parts of my Service for
the Choir at S* Paul’s, where it was performed for the first Time on Saturday
last, and for (a Coup d’Essai,) very respectably: it will soon be repeated on
a Sunday,* for I am pleased to say that the Dons were mightily tickled with
It.

With kind regards to M™ P. believe me remaining
Dear Sir
very sincerely yours

S. Wesley
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Euston Street | Tuesday. 6" of Ap. | 1824

1. Attributed to Publilius Syrus (f]. 1st cent. BC). The square brackets are SW’s.
2. ‘Thou, O God, art praised in Sion’.
3. The choice of clefs for vocal music was a much debated issue at this time. Novello

in his A Collection of Sacred Music had used the traditional C clefs for the soprano,
alto, and tenor parts, justifying his decision in his Preface, but there was a growing
movement towards the use of the treble (g2) clef instead of the soprano (cl) clef for

the top part. This practice was adopted in Pettet’s publication and also in SW’s own

Service.

4. This performance, planned for 25 Apr., may have not taken place: see SW to YN,

19 Apr. and 23 Apr. 1824.
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To Vincent Novello [Euston Street], 19 April 1824

ALS, 1 p. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 177)
Addressed: To | M* Novello | Shacklewell Green | Kingsland Road |
Monday 19* of April

Pmk: 19 AP 1824

Dear N,

On Sunday next (25%) it is purposed among their High-Mightynesses
Dean & Chapter with sundry other subaltern Dignitaries (such as Canons,
Bellows-Blower &c) to repeat my Morning & Evening Service.-- If Report be
correct, you were to play your last high Mass at South Street (professionally)

yesterday, so that you may probably be sufficiently at Leisure to risk a Cold

in that comfortless Paragon of empty Magnificence either in the Morning or

Afternoon of Sunday.-- At all events I judged that you would choose to be

informed of the Circumstance.
I sadly want a little Confab with you.-- Cannot you pass an Evening
with Joey M.! and stay for one Night in lovely London?
Yours ever truly
SW

Monday | 19® of April. 1824

1. Joseph Major.
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To Vincent Novello [Euston Strect], 23 April 1824

ALS, 2 pp. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 180)
Addressed: To | M’ Novello | Shacklewell Green | near | Kingsland | 23
April

Pmk: 23 AP 18

Dear N

Voici des Propositions!’-- You have indeed been very generally
successful in the Distribution of the former:-- If more are necessary, perhaps
the better Way now will be to leave a little Parcel at Major’s for you.-- I
believe you frequently call or send thither.

By the bye you mention nothing of any Intention to meet me there for
an Evening.-- I should like to know soon, that I may contrive not to be
prevented by any less pleasant Requisition of Attendance elsewhere.

There has been a little friendly manoeuvring among the vocal
Operators at S*' Paul’s to cause a Disappointment on Sunday next, in which
Negotiation I suspect "that worthy Man M’ Hawes" to have added his
strenuous and laudable Endeavours; so that I shall not be a Whit surprized if
the whole Performance of my Service should be superseded on that Day.--
Perhaps you will believe that my only Source of Chagrin would be the having
announced it to those who will consider the Failure a Loss: for my own Part,
I am sure that unless it be sung with a little more Feeling & Precision than

before, I had rather it never were heard there.
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In a Choir made up of half-schooled Musicians and dignified Parsons,

a Composer has not an infallible Certainty of hearing his own Tunes to the
best Advantage; and when one among them incapable of doing much good,
but whose Ability and Inclination to do Mischief are great and equal, nothing
less than one of Prince Hohenloe’s Miracles® can save the poor Artist from a
Butchery of his Productions.

Well welll "It must do as well as it can," as our phlegmatic Theorist®
once said to console Jacob for a Pile of Houses constructed to darken his Day-
Light.

"Wishing, of all Employments is the worst", Young (I think it is
Young) observes,> and there is a quaint Advice of some Sage or other, almost

as easy to give as to take; videlicet,

"Never grieve at any Thing which you can, or cannot help!”

Fine talk.

Yours as always
SW

Friday 23¢ of April. 1824

1. ‘Here are some proposals’: presumably for the Service.
2. In addition to his other positions, Hawes was Master of the Choristers at St Paul’s.
3. The alleged faith-cures wrought by Prince Alexander von Hohenlohe-Langenburg-

Schillingfurst (1794-1849), various acccounts of which had been published in 1824.

4. A. F. C. Kollmann (see SW to Novello, 25 Mar. [1825]).

5. Night Thoughts, iv. 71.
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To Vincent Novello [Euston Street], 26 April [1824]"

ALS, 1 p. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 182)

Addressed: To | M* Novello | favoured by M* Gibson?

Dear N.
Is the second Chord in the enclosed Scrap a false Harmony or not?--

If it is, give me the true Reason why it is, and if not, what is the proper

figuring to be placed to the Intervals?

i.
ull
1 'I'H

)

Yours in Haste Lol

SW

26" of April. | Monday

1. The year is given by 26 Apr. falling on a Monday and SW'’s reference to the

disputed progression in his Service (n. 3).

2. Not identified: possibly the ‘Mr Gibson® who was a subscriber to the Service.

3. An outline of the harmony of the Gloria Patri section of the Jubilate, bars 16-18,
suggesting that the Service had in fact been performed at St Paul’s the previous day,
and that this passage had occasioned comment. It was later quoted in the review of
the Service in the Harmonicon in Jan. 1825: of the offending chord, the anonymous
reviewer commented that ‘we meet with the chord of the 7th and the 2nd in an

extremely bare, crude, state, and to our ears very cacophonous, though Dr. Blow

might have enjoyed it much’ (p.11).
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To Vincent Novello [Euston Street], 12 May 1824

ALS, 3 pp. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 183)

Wednesday 12" May. 1824
Dear N

You know there is much Squabbling at Present in the Courts of Law

about a right Definition of Blasphemy;! but I fear that you have incurred the

Guilt of musical high Treason in the Estimation of another Court, perhaps not

less formidable to those who can flatter for Bread: What think you of the
King’s Court? (par Excellence).-- You are not aware that among those whom
you denominate "plodding Pedants,” and "tasteless Drones," you have

unluckily included a Personage high in Royal Favour and musical Office,? and
to whom, although I cannot but apply what Voltaire did to Father Adam, that
he is not "le premier des Hommes, " yet he must be confest to hold a literary
Priority even to Johnson, Porson, and Tooke; for his name commenceth with

A, and I do believe that if you guess, you may be right to a T in the next

Letter.

Although but by a few Years my junior (therefore no Chicken), yet I
am assured by many that he is even now only a chopping Boy -- upon the
Organ.* Well then, be it known unto you (and to all the World for what I
care,) that this is the ponderous Authority that has laid all its Weight upon my
unfortunate (and I thought inoffensive) Apoggiatura, which however I

nevertheless consider very effectually rescued from Suffocation by your timely
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Interference; and your general Observations upon the Insufficiency of Rule,
to render harsh Sounds pleasant, or pleasant Sounds harsh, are so thorou'ghly

incontrovertible, that finding the Chord which did not shock me, does not
shock you, them whom it does shock I shall leave to recover at their Leisure.

It is usually thought a great Recommendation to a man aiming at

Advancement and Celebrity, that he has been under the Tuition of some very

eminent Master:> but still this Plan will not infallibly succeed: I remember the
Circumstance of an amateur Performer on the Violin (and a Nobleman, be
pleased to remember), boasting in a large musical Society in the Presence of
Giardini,® that he had learned to play the Violin under him for a series of
Years:-- Giardini replied-- "I beg your Pardon my Lord -- it is true dat I did
try_to teach you for about ten Years, but you never never did Jearn any Ting,
O no no! Notting at all"!--

I do not mean to determine whether this Story has any remote
Reference to Criticisms and Choppings, and great A’s.
Yours truly,

and as you will not see me, let me see your Writing

SW

1. Probably a reference to the forthcoming trial for blasphemy on 8 June at the Old
Bailey of William Campion, one of Thomas Carlile’s shop men, for selling the works
of Thomas Paine and other similarly seditious books.

2. Thomas Attwood, whose fortunes at court had revived following the accession of

George IV in 1821. He composed the anthem ‘The King shall rejoice’ for the

coronation, and was shortly afterwards appointed organist to George IV’s private
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chapel at the Brighton Pavilion. His royal connections made him the subject of much
ridicule in SW’s letters.

Pseudonym of Francois-Marie Arouet (1694-1778), French satirist, novelist,
historian, poet, dramatist, polemicist, moralist, critic, and correspondent (OCEL).
The source of this quotation has not been traced. |

In fact, Attwood was born in Nov. 17635, and was thus SW's senior by only a few
months. He was said to be an indifferent performer on the organ, notwithstanding his
position as organist of St Paul’s.

A reference to Attwood’s studies with Mozart in Vienna between 1783 and 1787.
The Italian virtuoso violinist and composer Felice Giardini (1716-96) had settled in
England in 1750 following an early career in Italy and a succesful European concert
tour. Described by Burney as ‘the greatest player in Europe’, he was much in
demand both as a performer and as a teacher. He left England for Naples in 1784,

returning for an unsuccessful comeback in 1790. The identity of the nobleman who

is the butt of this anecdote is not known.
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To Vincent Novello [Euston Street], Thursday 20 May [1824]'

ALS, 1 p. (BL, Add. MS 11729, {. 185)

Addressed: M* Novello

Dear N

I never more regretted the Difficulty of being in two Places at the same

Moment than now -- for I must be out of Town both To-Day & to morrow,

otherwise would willingly have accepted the Challenge on St Ann’s Account.?-

I have scarcely a Minute left to tell you what you know without it, that
I am as always,
yrs
SW

Thursday 20* of May.

l. During the period of SW's correspondence with Novello, 20 May fell on a Thursday
in 1813, 1819 and 1824. The most probable year is 1824.

2. The significance of this remark is not clear.
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To Vincent Novello [Euston Street], 14 June [1824]"

ALS, 4 pp. (BL, Add. MS 11729, {. 187)

Dear N.

The Words of the vocal Ditty herewith® were nearly the last that my
excellent Father uttered to me very shortly before his Death, and I have for
some Time wished to give them Sounds a little congenial with the Sentiment.>-
- Your Opinion of this Tune, and all other musical Matters is nearly the only
one I consider worth a Thought, so I leave it with you in the rough State, not
having yet made any other Copy.*--

Should you outlive me, which I hope & trust you will, by many Years,

I can now please myself with the Notion of your regarding this Scrap as what
I have entitled it, Carmen Funebre applied to myself, and a Testimony of my
Veneration for the Dictates of a Parent whose Value was utterly unknown to
me till he was translated to Society alone worthy of him!

You will not term this preaching and croaking, knowing that I only
disclose genuine Feelings; for I have long regarded as an Axiom, a very
unfashionable and nearly exploded Doctrine in our enlightened Nation, to
which I however shall adhere with determined Tenacity, namely, that Nothing
is worth a Lye.-- This Prejudice (as Courtiers and Time-Servers term it) has
always stood in my Way to that Preferment which so many call Honour; and
Veracity is pretty well known to be no Road to Riches, and so little is it

successful in making Friends, that one D* Terence,’ (who lived rather before
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your or my Time) has remarked that it leads to just the contrary Result, for
says he
Obsequium Amicos, Veritas Odium parit.®

Tho’ I never could "boo to golden Calves," yet I have learned to bend
to old Age with tolerable Contentedness, so certain that a few Days or Years
will set all strait in the Grave.

[ must obtain your Consent to introduce my Friend Barret to you,
* solely on one Account: and as this concerns a last Request of mine,’ I do
reckon upon your not opposing it:-- be assured he is not among those who will
annoy you by leaving at your Door a Pack of Cards (with his name in German
Text), or with teasing Solicitations to visit--: in short, I will pledge 20 Years
Experience of his Character that he will be no more troublesome to you in
Future than he is now.

He is moreover a sensible Man: and yet perhaps some will doubt this,
for he knows nothing of Music!
Y™ in Truth,
SW

Monday. 14 June

1. The year is given by 14 June falling on a Monday and SW’s discussion of his
Carmen Funebre (n. 2).

2. SW'’s Carmen_Funebre.

3. The words, taken in part from Ecclesiastes 2: 11, 20, are: ‘Omnia vanitas et vexatio
spiritus, practer amare Deum et illi soli servire’ (*All is vanity and vexation of spirit,

except to love God and to serve Him alone’). This account is repeated in SW’s
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obituary in The Times.
This rough copy does not appear to have survived. An autograph fair copy score,

annotated by Novello as being the ‘original manuscript’, is at Austin; another

autograph score, annotated by Novello as being a copy in SW's hand, is at RCM,

MS 4022.
The Latin dramatist Publius Terentius Afer (¢.190-159 BC).

‘Compliance procures friends, and frankness procures animosity’ (Andria, 41).

To be buried in the churchyard at Paddington near to Anne Deane: see SW to

Novello, 4 July 1823.
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To Vincent Novello [Euston Street], [post 14 June 1824}

ALS, 2 pp. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 192)

Addressed: Mf Novello

Dear N

Herewith are the separate Parts of the Carmen Funebre,? and I think
that as the Motett "Exultate Deo™ is quite familiar of old to our Friend Street,
and the present Tune somewhat of a Novelty (never having been sung at all)
it will be as well to put it into the Hands and Mouths of your well-drilled
Corps, to be produced on the Evening when you wish me to join your vocal
Party.

As soon as I can I will make a Score for you, as I promised.-- Perhaps

you may be able to sketch out sufficient Score from the Parts to rehearse it a

little with those whom you judge the least likely to be quite steady and
correct.

It is lucky that Mad™ Catalani is not the 1* Canto, as she must first
have learned the 116 Bars par Coeur, requiring therefore a longer Lesson than
would be quite agreeable to give.

The text of Scripture which declares that one "who runs may read"
does not appositely apply to our vociferous Heroine: We all know that she
runs longer and faster than any Mortal of musical Taste can tolerate, but the

reading Remainder of the Text is quite "another Part of Speech."- *

Yours,
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SW

* Banti®* was another of these vocally voluble Dunces, who made the Band

attend 24 Rehearsals for one Opera, never having studied so vulgar a Portion

of singing as the Gamut on Paper. She was however one of the best Singers,

the finest Actress, and the stoutest Swallower of Brandy in the operatic Annals

of England.

The reference to the inclusion of the parts for the Carmen Funebre with this letter
suggests a date shortly after SW’s letter to Novello of 14 June.

Three of the five individual parts, in SW’s hand, are at BL, Add. MS 35003.

SW composed two settings of Exultate Deo in 1800 which Street would have known
from that time; his reference here is probably to the simpler setting, in four parts.
Habbakuk 2: 2: ‘And the Lord answered me, and said, Write the vision, and make
it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it’.

Brigida Giorgi Banti (c.1756-1806), Italian soprano, described in Grove® as having
been at an early stage in her career ‘a very bad singer with a very beautiful voice,
and so lazy that she could not be taught’. After establishing her reputation in
continental Europe in the 1780s and early 1790s she made her London debut in 1794
in Bianchi’s Semiramide. She continued as principal soprano at the King’s Theatre
until her retirement in 1802. SW's high opinion of her voice and acting abilities was

shared by Mount-Edgcumbe, who called her ‘by far the most delightful singer I ever

heard’ (Grove?).
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To Vincent Novello [Euston Street], 1 August [1824]"

ALS, 2 pp. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 189)

Addressed: To | Mf Novello | Shacklewell Green | Kingsland

Sunday 1 Aug'

Dear N

I know not whether the sudden Death of your Maitre d’Hotel* may
have deranged your musical Meeting in this Week,” but I write to apprize you
that I had not forgotten it, and would have come to you had I not engaged to
leave London till Saturday next.*

Herewith is a Score of the Carmen Funebre® which I promised, and

also the Parts in Case you choose to give it a second Trial with your Choir.°

You may let me have the Parts back any Time within a Fortnight that may suit
your Convenience.

I was vexed to learn that you felt any Thing like Disappointment at not
being apprized of the Day when the new ecclesiastical Theatre was opened:’--
Had I had the least suspicion that such a clumsy Mimickry of the Mass would
have entertained you, I should most certainly have given you legal Notice, but
I could not suppose that the Bawling of Brats in a Psalm Tune would be worth
your walking a Step out of your Way.— You need not be told that whenever
you feel disposed to kill an Hour on a Sunday (either Morning or Afternoon)

the Organ Loft and Organ are always at your Command.
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Adieu, and if it suit you, I should like to find a Line from you here on

Saturday.

SW

The year is given by 1 Aug. falling on a Sunday, the reference to the Carmen

Funebre, and Novello’s address.

Not identified; evidently a member of the Classical Harmonists (see n. 3).

A meeting on 5 Aug. of the Classical Harmonists, a private concert-giving society
founded in 1821 by Novello. It met on the first Thursday of each month at the
Crown and Anchor Tavern.

7 Aug. SW was about to go to Margate with his son Samuel Sebastian, but needed
to be back in London on the following Sunday, 8 Aug., so as to carry out his duties
at Camden Chapel (see n. 7), where he had recently been appointed organist. He then
intended to return to Margate. In his letter to Sarah Suter of 3 Aug. [1824] (BL,
Add. MS 35012, f. 51), written from Margate, SW outlined these plans and
requested Sarah to send to the engraver Skarratt for the proofs of his Service, which
he proposed to correct when in London and return to Skarratt on the following
Monday morning.

Probably the score now at Austin.

Three of the five parts referred to here may be the ones at BL,, Add. MS 35003. The
score and parts together with this letter probably constituted the ‘letter and parcel for
Novello® mentioned in his letter to Sarah Suter of 3 Aug., which he presumed she
had sent on to him.

Camden Town Chapel (later known as All Saints, Camden Street) had been
consecrated on 15 July (GM, 1824%, 489-90). SW had been appointed organist at a
salary of £63 p.a. on 20 May (Minutes of Church Trustees, St Pancras Church Lands

Trust Minute Book, St Pancras Church). For the building, by W. and H. Inwood,
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see Survey of London 24: St Pancras Part 4, 136-7 and Pls. 90-91., Its first minister,
the Revd Alexander d’Arblay (1794-1837), was the son of Burney’s daughter Frances
(Madame d’Arblay). For an account of the consecration service, at which SW played
the organ, sce Mme d’Arblay to Mrs Barrett, [c.16] Aug.-2 Sept. 1824, in Joyce

Hemlow et al,, The Journals and Letters of Frances Burney (Madame d’Arbla

(Oxford, 1984), xi. 543-9.
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To Vincent Novello [Euston Strect], 1 August 1824

ALS, 1 p. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 191)

Addressed: To | M" Novello | Shacklewell Green | near | Kingsland

Sunday Evening

Aug. 1. 1824:

Dear N
Since I wrote the enclosed’ there is a young Person who has applied

to me for a few Hints upon the Organ:? his Stay in Town is only a Fortnight,
the Time I mean to get for my Holidays.-- I encouraged him to petition you

in my Name: he is a perfect Stranger to me, but introduced himself at the
Porch of the Chapel To-Day after the Service in a very prepossessing Manner:
so do as you feel right.

The torn Billet will explain my being at this Moment rather in Haste.

Yours always

SW
1. The previous letter.
2. Not identified.
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To Vincent Novello Euston Street, 13 September 1824

ALS, 3 pp. (BL, Add. MS 11729, {. 194)

Addressed: To | M® Novello | Shacklewell Green'| near | Kingsland |

Monday | 13 Sep"”

Pmk: 13 SP 1824

Dear N,

From my Smattering in Latin I just venture to guess at a line of Italian,
as far as an Opera Song goes, but having no Dictionary I steer without Rudder
or Compass, only by the Stars of the Latin Roots.-- You ask what’s all this
about? Why I am putting Chords to Handel’s 13 Duets' for the
Accommodation of the Country Ladies and Gentlemen, under the divine
Authority of the Royal Harmonic Institution,? and at the Solicitation of that
royal quondam culinary Artist, but now the supreme Disposer of Minstrelsy
and Minstrels in "the Devil’s Drawing Room;" (--Byron’s name for London--)
and whose Name I need not spell at length to you.’-- You may remember
something of him at the House of Jos. Gwilt Esq* that Mirror of irradicable
Friendship & Constancy.-- Now I like to understand the Words with which I
meddle whether by Choice or Necessity: the latter is the Case at Present, and
I shall feel it very kind if you will just sketch me out the Meaning of the
Lines annexed in English.-- I daresay I have classed them aukwardly, but if

they are wrongly spelt it is the Fault of the Copy, as I was very careful in my

Transcript.
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I was much disappointed at not meeting you at Hampstead on the Day
that Burgh® gave me great Hopes of your coming.-- I believe I know your
principal Objection to visiting there, namely the vitriolic and acetous qualities
of the Hostess, whom 1 no more delight in than yourself, but I have learned

to make her quite a secondary or more truly no Consideration, and there is so

much of amiable Frankness and Cordiality in your Pupil that it more than
compensates me for the Gothic Inhospitality of Mamma.-- Moreover Burgh
himself is so odd a Fellow, that he diverts me at least as much as Matthews®
or Punch.-- (N.B. I have always regarded the latter as by far the greatest
Comedian of any Age or Country).--

But after all, no one can justly direct the Conduct, because he cannot
possess the individual Consciousness of another, therefore not feel identically
with him; but I cannot help thinking that had you been with us that Evening,
you would have found antidote to the Poison over and above, the former being
scarcely perceptible.

I am about arranging the Names of my Customers’ alphabetically.--
Will it be too much Trouble to you to give me (in Condensation) the List of
those whom you have sent to my Shop?--

I am teazing other Friends in the same Way, so that my Excuse is that
I have the Impartiality to torment more Benefactors than yourself.

Yours as always

S Wesley

13* of Sept’ 1824 | Euston Street | Monday.
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SW was preparing a new edition of Handel’s Thirteen Celebrated Italian Duets,
accompanied with the Harpsichord or Organ (1777); it appeared in late 1824 in

individual numbers under the Royal Harmonic Institution imprint as A Collection of

Duets, by Handel, Steffani, Clari, Jommelli, Marcello &c, &c arranged with an

accompaniment for the Piano Forte by S Wesley. All of the duets were in fact by

Handel, and twelve out of the thirteen were published. SW’s reference here and the

evidence of the publisher’s plate numbers, which also indicate a publication date in

late 1824, correct the publication date of 1820 given in CPM (CPM; Neighbour and
Tyson).

The Royal (originally Regent’s) Harmonic Institution was formed in 1819 by twenty-
three professional musicians, of whom SW was one, as a joint-stock company to
finance the reconstruction of the Argyll Rooms in Regent Street by the publication
of music and the sale of music and musical instruments. Many investors soon
withdrew, and by spring 1823 Welsh and Hawes were the principal shareholders (D.
W. Krummel and Stanley Sadie (eds.), Music Printing and Publishing (London,
1990), under ‘Regent’s Harmonic Institution’).

Not identified: probably Hawes, although the allusion to him as a ‘royal quondam
culinary artist’ is obscure.

As this and subsequent remarks show, there had evidently been a cooling in the
relationship between SW and Gwilt.

The Revd. Allatson Burgh (b. 1769/70), matric. University Coll Oxford (1787), BA
(1791), MA (1794), vicar of St Lawrence Jewry, author of Anecdotes of Music,
historical and Biographical: in a Series of Letters from a Gentleman to his Daughter
(1814). He was a subscriber to Novello’s A_Collection of Music and lived at
Hampstead. Novello’s pupil, referred to later in this letter, may have been Burgh’s
daughter Caroline, the addressee of the letters in the Anecdotes of Music; she was
also no doubt the Miss Burgh of Hampstead who subscribed to SW's Service

(Foster).
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The comic actor Charles Mathews (1776-1835). He was at this time appearing in

‘The Trip to America’, a one-man show which he first performed at the Lyceum
Theatre on 25 Mar. 1824 (DNB).

i.e., the list of subscribers for SW’s Service, in preparation for its impending

publication.
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To Vincent Novello Euston Street, 18 September [1824]"

ALS, 3 pp. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 196)

Addressed: To | M" Novello | Shacklewell Green' | near | Kingsland |

Saturday Ev2
Pmk: 20 S 1824
Euston Street.
Saturday 18 Sept'
Dear N

For the first Time in my Life I do not believe your Word, and am
fully persuaded in my Mind that there are but few (if any) Passages in Dante
or Petrarca that would puzzle you. Remember, I only want a literal
Translation of the Sense of those Bagatelles, but if you pertinaciously refuse
to make one, perhaps your Brother®? has more charitable Feeling (who has
been habituated for so many Years to Operatic Versification,)-- and possibly
you will hand him over the Lines at your Leisure.

Now for Wednesday!-- John Harding of Kentish Town,®> my Friend
(not Acquaintance) is an extreme & unpretending Lover of the Organ; neither

is there any Invitation which he so gratefully receives as that to a good
Performance thereon.-- The Savoy Church Organ* I have always praised
highly to him, & promised that on the first Day I could appoint a Meeting

there he should surely be apprized. I know that you agree with me about the
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excellent Qualities of the Whistles in that there Box, and presuming also that
your Relish of such Sounds hath not diminished (tho’ I should lie if I did not
own that mine has) I have called on Df Steinkoffph,> who is out of Town but

have seen the Minister® (whose Name, equally euphonious, I have forgotten)

and who informed me that he knew of nothing to obstruct our Access to the
Organ on Wed’ next’ but it was needful to consult the Clerk, (who is also the
Organist)® to ascertain whether there be a clear Course on that Day, and that
he would apprize me in the Course of Monday next, & I shall wait the Event
with some Impatience, as yourself & Harding ought to receive the News as
nearly together as Distance of Place will admit.--

Moreover my Friend requested me to express his Hope & Trust that
you will accompany me to dine with him after our musical Dose (n.b. he 1is

a medical Man) and I think I may promise that you will not regret your
Acquiescence. I doubt whether there will be any Persons beside our three
selves & his Assistant, a very modest unassuming Man, whilom a Sailor,
beaten by the Waves of Fortune among the rest, and generously encouraged

by our worthy Host, who has found him deserving & grateful.-- Should any
st Individual be invited (which I very much doubt) I will warrant that he shall

be neither a foolish nor a disagreeable Addition; for as Harding is acquainted

with all Manner of People, and a Man of Sagacity (without Pretension to

I earning, out of his Profession) he is sure never to make heterogeneous

Mixture at his Table: In short he is one of the very few in whose House I can

securely say to you "here we are -- at Home."

I am almost ashamed of so long a Preamble, but 1 know you are

683



punctilious, & so am I, & would not make a similar Proposal, were I not so

sure of my Ground. If you find me wrong, do not trust me again.

A M’ Dowling,” whom I met at H’s and who is at present his Patient,
I found to be one of the most intelligent and delightful of Companions.-- I fear
he is not equal to dining out.-- Would to Heaven he were: he 1s abounding in
inventive Wit, Anecdote, Learning, general Intelligence, devoid of all Shadow
of Pedantry, and on all points most singularly good-humoured.

I have told Harding many a Time that if he suffers him to die I shall
be hanged for killing his Doctor.

Expect to hear from me on Tuesday at all Events.

Yours as always

S Wesley.

1. The year is given by the postmark.

2. Francis Novello.

3. Little is known of SW’s friend John Harding beyond the warm description of him

here and some scraps of information in later letters. In early 1822 he helped SW in
his attempt to secure the St Pancras church appointment, and was the dedicatee of
two sets of organ voluntaries by SW published at around this time. As SW notes later
in this letter, he was a doctor (Harding to Sarah Wesley, 16 Jan 1822, (Rylands,
DDWFE 26/58)). |

4. The organ at the Lutheran church in the Savoy, by John Snetzler (?1767), was
famous for being one of the first organs in England to have independent pedals
(Boeringer, iil. 237.

5. Carl Friedrich Adolph Steinkopf (1773-1859), Lutheran minister. After training in

Theology at Tibingen University he came to England in 1801 as pastor o the
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German Lutheran Church in the Savoy. He was the first foreign secretary of the

British and Foreign Bible Society from 1804 to 1826 (DEB).

Not identified.
22 Sept.
Not identified.

Not identified.

685



To Vincent Novello [Euston Street], 20 September [18]24

ALS, 2 pp. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 198)

Addressed: To| M® Novello | Shacklewell Green | near | Kingsland |

Monday Evening

Pmk: 20 SP 1324

Monday

Evening

20 Sept’ --24

Dear N

On Wednesday, at 12, the Clerk of the German Church will be in
Readiness to receive us about the Premises.

Will you bring with you some Scraps of the musical Leviathan?!--
Suppose the 30 Variations?*-- I will bring the Sonatas with the Violin

Accompaniment,® which form a nice Trio, and moreover the Effect on the
Organ will be somewhat novel.--

I hope & trust that the Rest of the Arrangement for the Day (which
was the very best I could devise) will be palatable to you.-- Harding is not
without Hope that Dowling may be well enough to come to us.-- I know he
wishes you to be pleased, whatever I may do.

Anything of Mozart or other such pygmy Composers you like to bring,

pray do, but do not overstuff your Pockets with Rossini.*
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Yours (en attendant)
SW
P.S. If, instead of returning to Shacklewell at Night, you will venture yourself

Home with me, I can promise you a dry and uncontaminated Bed.-- Do as you

will, or I'll make you.’

1. J. S. Bach.
2. The Goldberg Variations.

3. i.e. the six sonatas for violin and harpsichord, BWV 1014-19. Unlike most sonatas
for violin and keyboard of the period, which are for violin and basso continuo, these
sonatas have a fully written out harpsichord part, and are thus in a trio sonata texture
(hence SW'’s use of ‘trio’). SW was no doubt intending to perform them with Novello
as an organ duet, in the same way as they performed the organ trio sonatas.

4. The music of Rossini, long popular in London, was enjoying a particular vogue at
the time of this letter, and Rossini himself had only recently returned to Paris after
an extended stay in London. He had arrived in late 1823, and a programme of his
operas was arranged at the King’s Theatre. His first concert, at Almack’s, was on
14 May 1824, and a second, of sacred music, followed on 11 June. He returned to
Paris by 1 Aug. For the popularity of Rossini’s music in London, see contemporary

reports in Harmonicon and the daily press and Fenner, 145-57.
5. As identified by SW in his letter to Novello of 20 Jan. [1825], a favourite saying of

SW'’s father.
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To Vincent Novello [Euston Street], 25 September [1824]"

ALS, 1 p. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 200)

Addressed: To| M’ Novello | Shacklewell Green | near | Kingsland | Sat’
25 Sept'

Pmk: 26 SP 1824

Watermark 1819

Dear N

I learn that the perambulating Biographers at the Abbey whose Trade
it is to prate to the Public about the Tombs and the Wax Work Royalties,
object to the Noise of the Organ out of Church Hours, as interruptive of their

Oratory. Now I guess that you would not relish much Impertinence from such
Quarters, and I have therefore agreed with M* Cooper® to meet at his Church
(S* Sepulchre’s,? clumsily so christened) on Wednesday at Noon, where I think
you will not disapprove of the Organ, and where we shall experience no

Chance of Disturbance.-- He will bring some Tunes of the old Wig (as John
X" B. dutifully called his Father) which will render it less necessary for us to
overload ourselves with Books, but I hope that Holmes* will bring & play his
Fugue that you mentioned.

I was very glad that you relished your Evening at Kentish Town:’
Harding feels all the Hospitality which he shews, and is no faint Antithesis to
our old Host in Stamford Street:® little Profession, but genuine Cordiality.

Yours as usual
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SW

25 Sept’ | Sat’--

P. S. I need not add that the Church aforesaid is hard by to Newgate.

1. The year is given by the postmark.

2. George Cooper (c.1783-1843), organist of St Sepulchre, Holborn from the death of
his father (also George Cooper) in 1799 until his death; he was also assistant organist
of St Paul’s Cathedral until 1838, when he resigned the post in favour of his son
(also George Cooper).

3. St Sepulchre-without-Newgate, Holborn. The organ was a 1676 instrument by
Thomas Harris, enlarged by Byfield in 1739 and Gray in 1817 (Boeringer, ii. 206-7:
Plumley, 123-6).

4. Edward Holmes (1799-1859), organist, teacher, critic, and author, who after a period
of apprenticeship to R. B. Seeley, a Fleet Street bookseller, was taken as a music
student into Novello’s home, where he came to know Shelley, Hazlitt, Leigh Hunt,
Charles Cowden Clarke, and Charles and Mary Lamb. He became a highly
influential writer on music: he was music critic for the Atlas from 1826, and also
wrote for Fraser’s Magazine, The Spectator, and, from 18435, for the Musical Times.
He wrote extensively on Mozart, and his Life of Mozart (1845) was the first

biography of the composer in English. He was a subscriber to SW’s Service, where

he was described as organist of the New Church, Poplar (Grove®; Clarke, Life and

Labours, 15).

5. i.e. at Harding’s house.
6. Presumably Joseph Gwilt; he lived at 8 Stamford Street, Southwark, between 1810
and 1812.
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To [John Harding]' [Euston Street], 27 September 1824

ALS, 1 p. (Gloucester)

Dear Sir,

I find that those Vagabonds who shew the Tombs & Royalty in Wax
Work at the Abbey, object to the Noise of the Organ, out of Church Hours,
and as we should not much relish an Altercation with the said Orators errant,
I have settled with Cooper to meet at §' Sepulchre’s Church on Wednesday at
12 where the Organ is excellent, and no Interruption whatever will be likely.

If you will be so good as to apprize our Hampstead Host* of this
Arrangement, leaving it of Course entirely at his Option to join the Auditory,

you will oblige me.
I hope you dine with us on Wednesday.?
Yours ever truly

S. Wesley

Monday | 27. of Sept’ 1824.

P.S. Novello was delighted with his Day at Kentish Town.*

1. This letter, the counterpart to SW’s letter to Novello of two days earlier, lacks an

address portion. There can be little doubt from its contents that it is to John Harding.

2. Burgh.
3. 29 Sept.
4. i.e. at Harding’s house.
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To Vincent Novello [Euston Street], 28 September [1824]*

ALS, 2 pp. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 202)
Addressed: Tuesday Morning | To | M" Novello | Shacklewell Green | near
| Kingsland

Pmk: 28 SP 1824

Tuesday 28 Sept

Dear N

Your letter has quite metagrobolized' me (as Rabelais might call it) for

I am quite at a Loss what to do for the best. You have doubtless some good
Reason for avoiding Cooper, which I am the more sorry for, as I have
frequently heard him speak of you in the Terms that he ought.

Having fixed to meet him at his Church To-morrow at 12, and he

having moreover promised to bring Music on Purpose, I cannot without that

Incivility which I am sure you would avoid, decently annul the Engagement.--
The enclosed® will shew what a Pull there is another Way, and how to hedge
the Business (as the Gamesters say) is now the Question.
To split a Difference is often as hard as to split a Hair, and I know no
very comfortable Mode of Arrangement here so as to please all Parties.
Harding has been informed of the Meeting at the Church, and I know
will strain a Point to attend: I must now acquaint him of this Contre Coup,

leaving to his Option what Movement to make as to his individual Disposal
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at the Hour named.--

Upon tumbling this Chapter of Accidents over in my Mind, perhaps the
most decent Mode of making the best of unfortunate Necessity will be for me
to get to M" B.’s* as near 4 0’Clock as I can, which Plan will leave Time for
a Compliance with any Fancy your fair Pupil may choose to suggest to us:
they never dine sooner than 5, (often at 6) therefore there will remain
Opportunity of walking, talking, and organizing before Dinner, if such should
be the Order of the Moment.--

I much regret missing a Walk with you, but I think you will not

consider me wrong in not breaking my Word.

Yours ever truly

S Wesley
1. The year is given by the postmark.
2. i.e. mystified. The word is much used by Rabelais in his Pantagruel (1532 or 1533)

and Gargantua (1534), which SW would probably have read in the English
translations by Urquart and Motteux.

3. Not preserved.

4. Burgh’s house, where Novello was presumably due to teach Burgh’s daughter.
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To Vincent Novello [Euston Street], 18 October 1824

ALS, 1 p. (BL, Add. MS 11729, £. 204)
Addressed: To | Mf Novello | Shacklewell Green: | near | Kingsland |

Monday

Pmk: 19 OC 1824

Dear N

I trust that Illness was not the Occaston of your disappointing us all at
Kentish Town last Sunday Week.'-- Rainy Weather I am sure would not have
done it.

That Eye Sore to our royal Composer (my Church Service) means to

be troublesome to him (& perhaps to others) in the course of next Week.?

Yours as usual

SW

What is to become of my "Carmen funebre"?

18 Oct’ 1824

1. 10 Oct., presumably at a music party at Harding’s.

2. i.e. it was about to be published.
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To Thomas Simpson Cooke! Euston Street, 19 October 1824

ALS, 1 p. (BL Add. MS 33965, f. 103)

Addressed: To | T. Cooke Esq™

Dear Sir,

You will much oblige me by an immediate Line of Information,
whether M* Fuller? (whom I recommended to M Elliston as a useful Member
in your theatrical Chorus) may or may not consider himself as positively

engaged for that Department; remaining
Very truly yours

S Wesley

19" of Oct’ 1824 | Euston Street. Euston Square.

1. Thomas Simpson Cooke (1782-1848), Irish tenor, violinist, and theatrical composer,
had come to London after an early career in Dublin, where he was leader of the
orchestra and an occasional actor at Crow Street Theatre. He was an exceptionally
versatile musician. He composed music for a number of operas produced at Drury
Lane, sang tenor roles there for some twenty years, and played several instruments:
at one of his benefits he performed successively on the violin, flute, oboe, clarinet,
bassoon, cello, double bass, and piano. From 1823 to 1828 he was the leader of the
Drury Lane orchestra; in 1825 he moved from the orchestra pit to the stage to play
the part of Adolph [i.e. Max] in the theatre’s English version of Weber’s Der
Freischiitz. He was the manager of Vauxhall Gardens from 1828 to 1830, for many

years the principal tenor at the Bavarian chapel, led the orchestra on occasion at

Philharmonic Society concerts, and was a celebrated teacher of singing (Grove’;
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2.

Fenner, 463-6, 656).

Not identified.
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To Charles Wesley Junior Euston Street, 6 November 1824

AL, incomplete, 1 p. (Emory, Box 7)

Euston Street

Nov. 6. 1824,

Dear Charles,

At last you herewith receive the long promised Copies of my Church
Service, and I think you will say that the Engraver has performed his Task
well, although at the eleventh Hour.

I must request you to lend me for two or three Days the Italian duets
of Handel: I have been affixing an Accompaniment (in Lieu of the Figured

Bass) to the whole Set, which is now complete excepting the last Page of the

13" Duet, and which was deficient in the Score from which I had to arrange
them, so that your Accommodation will very speedily set all to rights.

I have had much Employment from the Harmonic Institution in similar
Jobs of arranging a Multitude of the Oratorio Songs from the Scores, and I
believe they are now put into a more practicable and useful Form than they
were heretofore.'-- Few persons (comparatively) possessed the Scores, and
perhaps fewer could accompany aright merely from the Figures, and the

Editions of Bland® and other quack Publishers were quite futile &

contemptible.
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The autographs of arrangements by SW of several numbers from Handel’s Acis and

Galatea, Judas Maccabaeus, and L’Allegro, il Penseroso ed il Moderato are at RCM,

MS 4026. No printed copies have been found, but the manuscripts bear four-digit
numbers which were evidently their plate numbers, and indicate that they were
published by the Royal Harmonic Institution in late léZ4 and possibly early 1825
(Neighbour and Tyson, 40).

Thomas Bland (c.1750-¢.1840), music seller, instrument dealer, and publisher, who
had retired in 1795 after a highly successful career. For Bland’s association with
Haydn, sece Grove®. SW’s reference is no doubt to his cheap editions of many of

Handel’s works.
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To Yincent Novello [Euston Street], 12 November [18]24!

ANS, 1p (BL, Add. MS 11729, {. 206)
Addressed: To | M’ Novello | Shacklewell Green' | near | Kingsland |

Friday Morning

Dear N

Harding called yesterday to tell me that neither he or the Burghs can
come To-morrow to the Church of S* Lawrence, Jewry,* therefore I think you
will agree with me that the Meeting will be best deferred.-- What say you to

the Saturday following? (21* Inst.)’ -- give me an early Line.

Yours as always

SW

P.S. Your Copies have been in King Street,* several Days past.-- I believe
you have heard from Linley.

Friday 13" of Nov* --24.

1. This corrects SW’s erroneous date of Friday 13 Nov.

2. Burgh’s church, in Gresham Street in the City of London. The organ was by Renatus
Harris (1686), subsequently enlarged by him in 1706 and by John Byfield in 1752.

Earlier in 1824 Hugh Russell had added pedals and a new Cremona stop (Boeringer,

ii. 181-2; Plumley, 82-5).

3. In fact, 20 Nov.
4. King Street, Holborn, the address given for Joseph Major in the subscription list to
SW'’s Service.
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To Vincent Novello Euston Street, 23 November [1824]"

ALS, 1 p. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 208)
Addressed: To | M Novello | Shacklewell Green-| near | Kingsland |
Tuesday 23¢ of Nov

Pmk: NO 23 1824

Euston Street

Tuesday 23 of Nov'

Dear N
I know that you are not much frightened at Rain where your Promise
is concerned, & therefore am rather at a Loss to account for not having found
you at S' Lawrence’s Church on Saturday last:* I was there soon after 12, and
waited till near 1, when I thought I was defensible in despairing of your
Appearance.-- I fear that one of your cruel Head Akes was the Obstacle.--
Pray write me something about the real Fact: perhaps you will make

one in the Organ Loft on Sunday next:* I need not add how welcome you will

be to your old faded Friend

SW

1. The year is given by the postmark.

2. 20 Nov: the meeting arranged in SW’s previous letter to Novello.
3. 28 Nov., at Camden Chapel.
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To Vincent Novello [Euston Street], 29 November 1824

ALS, 2 pp. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 210)
Addressed: To | M Novello | Shacklewell Green-| near | Kingsland |

Monday Moming

Pmk: NO 29 1824

Dear N

Sam' shall have M Holmes’s Composition® to study as soon as
possible, and I have a Request to make of you trusting to meet no Objection.
Sir Rob* Peat’ is an old Acquaintance, & I may even say Friend of

mine. He is the Parson of Brentford,* a good Scholar, a very feeling Lover
of Music, a Man of superior Manners, & what we think better than all these,
his Heart is warm and sincere.-- He is all agog to hear my Service: he knows
you well by Reputation, & moreover has frequently heard the Performances
in South Street.-- When I was last with him (a Fortnight since) he expressed

his earnest Wish that we should muster up the said Service and indulge him
with it at the Parsonage: I promised to suggest the Matter to you, & the Plan
which seemed to me easiest of Execution was that I should bring Sam, and
you and I engage an assistant Voice a-piece for Alto & Tenor; I undertaking
the Bass and you becoming our Maestro at the Piano Forte, he having no
Organ in his House, altho’ a very tolerable one at his Church close by.’

He will secure safe Beds for the Party, and therefore no Inconvenience

can arise about the general and often perplexing Inconvenience of going Home
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at a late Hour when at a long Distance.

I know your Dislike of forming new Acquaintance: but I did not
mislead you in the Introduction to Harding, and I much mistake if you will
find the present Proposal a disagreeable Campaign.

If you bite, the Appointment of a Day rests with you, and you will

furnish me with an Answer for Peat on Thursday Evening.®
Yours as usual

SW

Your Copies are at Major’s, who is also invited to join us in the Brentford

Party, being also an old Acquaintance of our Parson.

1. Samuel Sebastian.

2. Perhaps the fugue mentioned in SW to Novello, 25 Sept. 1824; not otherwise
identified.

3. Sir Robert Peat (1771/2-1837), admitted as a ‘ten-year man’ to Trinity College,

Cambridge (1795), DD Glasgow (1799), Perpetual Curate of St Lawrence, New

Brentford (1808-37), Chaplain to George 1V (Venn; GM, 18372, 209, 662).

4, A village west of London.

5. A two-manual instrument by one of the England family (before 1814) (Boeringer, ii.
238).

6. On 2 Dec., no doubt at the monthly meeting of the Classical Harmonists.
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To Vincent Novello Euston Street, 3 December [1824]"

ALS, 1 p. (BL, Add. MS 11729, {. 212)

Addressed: To | M" Novello | Shacklewell Green- | near | Kingsland |
Friday | 3 o’Clock

Pmk: 3 DE 1824

Friday Afternoon

39 Decf

Dear N

I much fear that the same Cause of your Absence from Lisle Street®

yesterday Evening was that which prevented my seeing you To-Day in
Brunswick Square.’-- My Brentford Arrangement of Course is as yet at a

Standstill; but M" Robertson (last Sunday at Street’s) chearfully volunteered

himself for Wednesday next, and certainly you could not name "a more

sufficient Man" than James Elliot for Accuracy of Intonation.-- He was not at
the Concert last Evening, so that unless you may have first appraized him of
the Scheme, he has not (to speak Masonically) yet "seen the Light."

I trust that this finds you in better Order: if so, give me an immediate

Line, unless you prefer being a very good Boy at Church with me next

Sunday.--

Yours in Truth

SW
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Euston Street

1. The year is given by the postmark.

2. Probably at the premises of the Royal Society of Musicians (Encyclopedia of

Iondon). As SW'’s later reference makes clear, this was evidently a concert: no
details of it have been found.
3. According to Clarke, Life and Labours, 21, Novello taught for twenty-seven years

at a school in Brunswick Square.
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To Vincent Novello Euston Street, 6 December 1824

ALS, 1 p. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 214)
Addressed: To | M" Novello | Shacklewell Green-| near | Kingsland |

Monday Morning

Pmk: DE 6 1824

Euston Street

Monday 6™ of Dec’ 1824.

Dear N

I wish you could have given me a better Account of your Corporality, which
I trust is now in high Improvement.-- How would next Thursday Week suit
you? I shall not write to Brentford until you and I have settled the Day.--
Your Proposal of M" Frank’s' Assistance is much to my Mind, and I shall
surely act upon it.-- The only Hitch is the Probability of our worthy Friend

Hawes’s Interference, who will not suffer Sam to budge from his Prison on

any Day that he can rob him of a Guinea.?

Pray give me (toute suite) the Names of all those who have now
received their Copies’ from you, and Places of Abode. You will hardly

believe what Work I have to secern those who have had their Books from

them who have not.

The Moment you give me your Answer about Thursday I shall write

to our Parson-- (one of those at whom I think you will not scoff).--
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SW

Not identified.
Samuel Sebastian was still under Hawes’s charge at the Chapel Royal, where Hawes

evidently took every opportunity to hire him out for concerts and to take the fee for

himself.

i.e. of the Service.
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To Vincent Novello [Euston Street], 12 December [1824]"

ALS, 1 p. (BL, Add. MS 11729, {. 216)
Addressed: To | M' Novello | Shacklewell Green-| near | Kingsland |

Monday Morning

Pmk: DE 13 1824 EVEN

Sunday Evening 12 of Dec’

Dear N

I did not answer you sooner, because I could not: last night I received

a Letter from the Parsonage, Brentford.-- Our Host expects us on Wednesday
week (229). He leaves to my Decision the corporal Disposition & Deposition

of his Guests, stating that he can secure Vehicles at almost any Hour for such

as should be obstinately determined to quit Brentford before Sun Rise; or

provide Beds for all at their Option. I have replied that I much prefer the

latter Plan, and I hope that you do so too.--

Having asked James Elliot to take a Part in a Iudicrous Trio prepared
for the next Meeting of the Somerset House Lodge,* (where by the bye you
ought to be present to hear it) I would rather that you should propose his
joining the Brentford Party, for otherwise he might consider me perhaps
unwarrantably importunate in a double Request. (so speedily following the
first.) Think, & give me your speedy Answer. Will you take early Care of the

repeated Invitation to Robertson?-- The Proposal of your Brother’s Help is an
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Octave of Pedal Pipes.-- Pray secure him, with the Addition of my best

Thanks.

Yours (necessarily in Haste)

SW
1. The year is given by the postmark.
2. Probably on 27 Dec: according to the Lodge’s byelaws passed on 23 May 1814, it

met on the fourth Monday in Dec. (Oxford). The trio has not been identified.
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To Vincent Novello Euston Street, [13 December 1824]!

ALS, 2 pp. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 218)

Addressed: To | M" Novello | Shacklewell Green-| near | Kingsland |
Monday Morning

Pmk: DE 13 1824 NOON

Euston Street

Monday Morning

Dear N
Your second Letter reached me soon after I had delivered my Reply
to your former one into the Hand of a Friend who promised to forward it by

the earliest Post this Morning, it will therefore probably arive much sooner

than this.

I am not a little vexed at your News concerning your Health, the Pace
of which I however trust will soon proceed to "Allegro di Molto," if your
medical Advisers mind their Business.-- By the Way, I have great Confidence
in the Skill & Honesty of Abernethy.’

Linley has had from me De la Fite’s Address some 6 or 8 Times
over.-- The Truth is that being a Gentleman at Ease he has but little Occasion
for an Exertion of Memory: but here is the Direction once more -- Rev®

Henry De 1a Fite, 35 Clarendon Square, Somer’s Town.

You would do me wrong in supposing me likely to refuse you any
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Trifle of mine which you might think worth having. I waited for your
Description of the Things you want. There is a little Duo of mine (about 40
years old) for 2 Cantos, (an Ave Regina Czlorum)’ which I guess may suit
your Purpose as a Matter of easy Execution: when you inform me the exact

Nature of any other Bagatelles you would have, I will rake among my
Dunghill of MSS. & if I can find any thing above Contempt you shall have
it.

It seems (all Matters considered) more prudent to defer the Brentford
Party altogether until you are sufficiently convalescent to make one, for
Parson Peat much wishes an Introduction to you, & the Meeting without you

would be like the Tragedy of Hamlet, his Character being omitted.

You must oblige me however with a Line upon this, for I have (you

will find) appointed the 22¢% and of Course expect an early Reply from S’

Robert.

Yours faithfully

SW

P.S. The Money came all safe. Gratias tibi.

1. The date is given by SW’s ‘Monday’ and the postmark.

2. The eminent surgeon John Abernethy, FRS, FRCS (1764-1831). He was appointed
assistant surgeon at St Bartholomew’s in 1787 and consultant surgeon in 1815. He

was the founder of the medical school at St Bartholomew's and Jectured there from

1791 on anatomy, physiology, and surgery (DNB).

3. ‘Ave regina Caelorum’. The autograph of the original version, for two sopranos and

continuo, is at BL, Add. MS 31222; the autograph of the later version is at BL, Add.
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MS 65454. Novello subsequently included it in vol. 2 of his Convent Music.
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To Vincent Novello Euston Street, 20 December [1824]!

ALS, 2 pp. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 220)
Addressed: To | M" Novello | Shacklewell Green-| near | Kingsland |

Monday Dec’ 20*

Pmk: DE 20 1824

Euston Street

Monday 20™ of Dec"

Dear N

I have resolved to defer the Brentford Expedition until we can reckon
more securely upon you without whom the whole Affair would be to me
Insipidity & Disappointment.-- Elliot is engaged clsewhere on Wednesday
next,? so that here is another Reason for Postponement, & I have not applied

to M* Robertson, therefore no Aukwardness occurs from counter Proposals.--
If you should be au fait by Wednesday Week,? perhaps that Day would not be
objectionable to you.-- I shall write toute suite to 5" Robert, naming that as a
possible Time for our Rendezvous, stating also the unpleasant Occasion of our
Mutations, which I am certain he will regret together with myself: he is a
Person endowed with no common Delicacy of Mind, & with him Friendship
is something more than "a Name."

I send herewith the tiny Piece I wrote about in my last.-- You are

right welcome to the others you enumerated.-- If I remember truly, "Ecce
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panis™ is in D minor, and I also recollect that I omitted one Line in the Hymn

itself which must be supplied to render it all orthodox, a Term for which I

know you have the most profound Veneration.

When I get Peat’s answer I must pester you with the Post Man again.--
As Xtmas is so near I shall expect you to bring in your Bill on Boxing Day
(26™) [(Jor rather on the 27", the former falling on Sunday) for the Lot of
threepenny Letters® I have lately worried you withal; an Account I shall
readily liquidate if you will send me good News of yourself & your Doctor.

Every one joins me in my Worship of Abernethy’s Acumen &
Sagacity.-- He is a rough Diamond, but one of the most brilliant Water.’-- I
wish you could be induced to give him a Turn.-- N.B. He is no Friend to an
Apothecary’s Shop established in the Guts of his Patient.

Adieu (pour ce Moment)

SW

1. The year is given by the postmark.

2. 22 Dec.

3. 29 Dec.

4. The revised version of ‘Ave regina caelorum’.

5. SW’s 1813 setting of ‘Ecce panis angelorum’. As his remarks in subsequent letters
show, his fears about the missing line proved groundless.

6. i.e. the cost of postage to Shacklewell Green.

7. Abernethy was famous for the roughness of his manner. DNB describes him as ‘a

man of blameless life, highly honourable in all his dealings, generous to those in
need of help, incapable of meanness or servility. His blunt independence and horror

of "humbug" were doubtless among the factors of that rudeness and even brutality
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of manner for which he was notorious, and of which many strange stories are told.’
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To Vincent Novello Euston Street, 21 December [1824]"

ALS, 2 pp. (BL, Add. MS 11729, {. 222)
Addressed: To | M" Novello | Shacklewell | near | Kingsland | Tuesday
Night

Pmk: 22 DE 1824

Euston Street

Dec’ 21. Tuesday

Dear N

By the enclosed* you will find that the Party could not have been assembled
To-morrow; but you will also find that our reverend Host is in Expectation of

a Day fixed in the next Week.-- I have written to him to say that I should
propose Wednesday 29" to you, observing too, that you were at present

sufficiently indisposed to render an absolute Promise somewhat temerarious.--
Your Reply to this will determine my Mode of Statement to the be-knighted
Priest, and if you think there is a tolerable Chance of your being up to going
down to Brentford on the said Day, perhaps you will apprize your Brother and
M’ Robertson of the same.-- Elliot told me Yesterday that he knows of nothing
likely to prevent him, so that if the other Points shall be secured, we may
venture to make a final Arrangement altho’ "with Fear & Trembling," as your

favourite S' Paul the Apostle expresses it.’>
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As 1 wish to give my Friend as early an Account of existing
Circumstances as may be, pray indulge me with a Line as speedily as you
conveniently can and mind you do not omit some Comment, (I expect a
satisfactory one) upon my Motion for consulting Abernethy.

Yours always

SW

1. The year is given by the postmark.

2. Peat to Novello, 19 Dec. 1824 (BL, Add. MS 11729, {. 223), deferring the visit on
account of an injury to his back that he had sustained when getting out of a hackney
coach while on his way to London the previous Friday.

3. A favourite phrase of St Paul, used in 2 Corinthians 7: 15, Ephesians 6: 5, and

Philippians 2: 12.
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To Vincent Novello [Euston Street], [22 December 1824]"

AL, 3 pp. (BL, Add. MS 11729, {. 2235)
Addressed: To | M" Novello | Shacklewell Green | near | Kingsland |
Wednesday Night

Pmk: 23 DE 1824

Dear N

Your sending me your last, postpaid, induces me to suspect that with
all your deep Skill in Rabelais you do not yet understand Banter, or that you
wilfully blink it on the last Occasion, for I will not believe (for one Second

of Time) that you could think me the Chesterfield® who would insinuate

contrary Meaning about Threepences.

I am glad you are going to Cambridge,’ for sundry Reasons. You will
(Imprimis) make Change of Air, which is generally beneficial: then, you like
the Experiment, which all the Faculty agree to be worth three Fourths of their
Advice and Drugs: again, you will be gratified by an Examination of the
numerous Curiosities in the Libraries: again, I think you told me you have not
yét visited the Place, and you will have to witness a Miracle (which with your
great Predilection for Miracles must be peculiarly gratifying). I mean that
marvellous Structure of King’s College Chapel, wherein is an Organ of
Avery* (the best Builder since old Smith)® and the only one which he ever had

Honesty (or Shame) enough to compleat entirely. There is however one Point

on which I counsel you to be strictly on your Guard; which is the deep
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Learning of the Librarians, of which take the following instance.

When I was at Cambridge the first Time,® I was introduced to the
Librarian of Trinity College,’ and with so especial a Recommendation, as to
be admitted to a Peep at such choice Books as are not produced to ordinary
Visitants.-- Among them the erudite Antiquarian handed me a Volume with
"Sir, this is a most curious MS Missal." I pored over two or three Pages when
Conscience (an over-match here for Politeness) forced me to observe, "Sir you
must excuse me when I tell you that this is not a Missal." The learned Clerk,
all astonied at my Ignorance and Impudence, exclaimed "What Sir! Do you
question a Fact which has been confirmed by the Testimony of Centuries?"--
"Sir (said I) the Service of the Roman Church is not made up all of the Mass
or eucharistic Part of it;-- There are Orisons termed Canonical Hours, divided
into Portions called Mattins, Lauds, Prime, Terce, Sext, None, Vespers &
Compline-- now this Book has none of the Mass in it, nor is a Missal the
proper Name for it, but a Breviary, which upon Enquiry you will find to be
the Truth." "Well" (said my infallible Showman) "I was always given to

understand that a Mass Book & Breviary were both one and the same".-- "Sir

then you were given only to misunderstand.”

Upon this he looked bloody malicious, which I not only did not wonder
at, but could easily & heartily forgive, inasmuch as there were several

Cantabrigiensian Dons around, witnessing a giant of 24 Ietters, for once

capsized by a pygmy of seven.

If you have Time enough, give me a line before you go.-- I mean to

take Sam (only) with me on Wednesday next to Brentford. Peat has never seen
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him, and loves children dearly, so that the size of the Boy & his Voice

combined will (I think) render him no Incumbrance for a Night.

Adieu!

Now do write

Wednesday night

As above said I see You upon Revision.

The date is given by SW’s ‘Wednesday’ and the postmark.

Philip Dormer Stanhope, 4th Earl of Chesterfield (1694-1773), whose Letters to his
natural son were published by his widow in 1774. The source of this allusion has not
been traced.

Novello was about to go to Cambridge to inspect the collection of music bequeathed
to the University by Richard Fitzwilliam, 7th Viscount Fitzwilliam of Meryon (1745-

1816), and housed at this time at the Perse School. On 8 Dec. the University had set

up a syndicate to consider how best to deal with the riches of the collection, and
Novello subsequently offered to inspect it and report on it (King, 36-7: F. G.
E[dwards], ‘The Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge’, MT, 44 (1903), 158-63, 228-32;
University of Cambridge, Grace Book N, 1823-36).

It is not clear whether this organ was an entirely new instrument, or a substantial
enlargement of the existing 1687 Renatus Harris organ, undertaken by Avery in
1803. The Sperling notebooks in the Royal College of Organists refer to it as
‘Avery’s last instrument’, a description which 1s supported by SW’s remarks. SW
was mistaken in saying that Avery completed the organ: whatever the status of the
work he carried out, the organ was left incomplete at his death in 1808 and had to
be completed by Elliot in 1810 (Boeringer, i. 212-3).

‘Father’ Smith (c.1630-1708).

In the late 1780s: see SW to Burney, 7 July 1808, where SW stated that he had not
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been to Cambridge ‘for twenty years before’.

Either Thomas Green (1737/8-88), matric 1756, scholar (1759), BA (1760), MA
(1763), Professor of Geology (1778), librarian until his death, or his successor John

Clark (b. 1759/60-77), matric. 1780, BA (1784), MA (1788), Librarian from 1788

(Venn).
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To Vincent Novello Euston Street, 8 January 1825

ALS, 3 pp. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f{. 227)

Addressed: To | M" Novello | Shacklewell Green | near | Kingsland | 8% of

Jan? | Saturday Night

Pmk: 10 JA 182

Euston Street

Saturday 8" Jan’ 1825

Dear N

M" Holmes gave me much Gratification on Wednesday in reporting that
your Journey to Cambridge has been beneficial.'-- I yet wish extremely that
you would see Abernethy.-- I hate the Faculty almost as I hate Lawyers, but
he is a splendid Exception of Honesty and Skill-- try him, I conjure you--

Even his Gothic Manner would probably amuse you, and even by that, do you

good.

Moreover, Holmes said he believed that Indigestion 1s one chief Cause
of your corporal Discomfort, & it 1s universally acknowledged that if ever a
Man knew what was going on in another’s Stomach, without being actually
in it himself, it is Abernethy.>-- This I know, that all the medical Men I
interrogate about him are unanimous in Confession of his indisputable
Superiority, & "Envy, & the Tongue of Loss" can only spit out "He’s a great

Brute in his Manners."
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The Rats have been nibbling at my poor Service in the Harmonicon.3--
I feel obliged to accommodate them with a Kick, not merely out of Respect,
but because it is a Pity that the an part of the musical World should be
humbugged and insulted by Lies, hypocritically forwarded to it as Truth &
Candour.*

I need not add that I shall be happy in some News of yourself, from

yourself.

Yours as always

S Wesley

P.S. I have pronounced the new Organ at Camden Chapel® a very imperfect
one but my Word (as a Madman) not being considered orthodox, M" Adams$
and honest Mf Davis’ the Organ Builder are fixed to tell the real Truth about
it on Wednesday next.®

P.S. 2°T had Jthought it best not to be present at this solemn Mockery of
common Sense, but if you will go with me on Wednesday next, I shall be
delighted at the Fun, therefore give me an instant Line, yea or nay.-- the

Conclave are to assemble at 12 0’Clock.-- If you go, call on me soon after 11:

if you do not, I think I shall not go myself.

1. It is not known when Novello returned to London. While in Cambridge he examined
and catalogued the manuscripts in the Fitzwilliam collection, and in a long letter of
27 Jan. to the Senate he set out the various ways in which selections might be
published. His catalogue (not preserved) and letter were presented to the Senate on
18 Mar., as a result of which it was immediately decided that he should be granted

permission to transcribe and publish at his own expense any selections he should
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choose (University of Cambridge, Grace Book N, 1823-36).

Abemethy was a specialist in the treatment of digestive illnesses, from which Novello
evidently was suffering. According to Sir James Paget, cited in DNB, Abernethy in
his lectures ‘seemed to hold that all local diseases which are not the immediate
consequence of accidental injury are the results of disorders of the digestive organs,
and are all to be cured by attention to the diet, by small doses of mercury, and by
purgatives.” The Abernethy biscuit 1s named after him.

A reference to an unsigned review of SW’s Service which had appeared in the Jan.
1825 issue of the Harmonicon; it was almost certainly by William Ayrton, the
journal’s editor.

For a summary of SW’s repeated attempts to have a reply printed, see Biographical
Introduction.

The organ was said to have been an old instrument by an unidentified maker,
repaired and fitted with a new case by John Gray (d. 1847) (Boeringer, ii. 239).
Thomas Adams (1785-1858), organist and composer. He studied under Thomas
Busby and was organist at Carlisle Chapel, Lambeth (1802), St Paul’s, Deptford
(1814), St George’s, Camberwell (1824), and St Dunstan-in-the-West, Fleet Street
(1833); he held the two last posts until his death. He was one of the most prominent
organists of his generation.

SW was no doubt remembering Davis’s refusal to pay the commission that SW

considered his due for recommending him as the builder of Walter McGeough’s

organ for The Argory (see SW to Novello, 8 Mar. 1824).

12 Jan.
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To Vincent Novello [Euston Street], [17 January 1825]"

ALS, 3 pp. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 229)
Addressed: To | M" Novello | Shacklewell Green | near | Kingsland |

Monday Evening

Pmk: 17 JAN 1825

Monday Evening

Dear N

Your sudden Reverse of Purpose yesterday prevented the Opportunity
which I promised myself of uttering sundry (not Sunday) Words to you upon
several Matters.-- Harding’s first Question was "Where’s Novello"? said with
a Look that swore Disappointment: I could only say that the aquatic Change
of Cloud had operated to render a further Excursion from Shacklewell Green
an Exploit of more Courage than Prudence, & that I was authorised to
"report" this Reverse of "Progress.”

He took it all in good Part, adding a Wish that you would look in at
the first Time that Leisure & Inclination might allow you; & I ventured to
promise such a Probability.

I wanted to mention to you that I must have the "Ecce Panis" before
I can supply the deficient Line, for it will not answer well to do as the Parson

did who having lost two Leaves of his Sermon, found that the former Leaf

ended with the text "It is better to go into the House of Mourning than into
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the House of Feasting," and the Beginning of the next Page was "And again
I say unto you -- Rejoice.”

I have seen Linley this Morning, whom I felt anxious to assure that the
Circumstances of a black Ball against him was altogether a Mistake:2 I told
him moreover that he might expect a speedy Line from you to the same
Effect, which manifestly comforted the Cockles of his Heart (by the Way 1
don’t know their exact anatomical Position.)

He solemnly disclaims all Knowledge & even Suspicion of my sapient
Judge,’ and yet expressed an excessive Solicitude lest I should reply in other
than gentle Terms: this I cannot well account for: He even goes on to declare

as his firm Persuasion that the Critique (so misnomored) was written with

evident Marks of friendly Intention.*
Now we know that Linley once upon a Time considered me as a fit
Inhabitant of D' Sutherland’s Mad House,’ but his Decision in the present

Instance almost tempts me to enquire of the Doctor whether he has a Vacancy

left for one in his hospitable Asylum.

That Friend who clumsily compliments a Man upon his Sufficiency of
Brains (in one Breath) and then tries to prove him ignorant of his Trade, (in
another) I think may be enumerated among Gay’s many Friends of the Hare.®
I shall go on to finish what I have thought sur le Sujet, which when
done, I shall require your impartial Notions upon it.-- Whether I have the
Candour of the Archbishop’ or not may be questionable, but unless you will

consent to be Gil Blas,® you will use me still worse (if possible) than you have

done hitherto.
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I am about to write to Brentford.-- What shall I say about you?--

Linley’s Lust for the Féte at Dulwich’ (a Party of fusty Batchelors) is
quite insatiable.-- It’s absolutely a Furor leibuni,,10 and bum is rather an
aukward Syllable in a Batchelor’s Propensities.

Write soon.

SW

1. The date is given by the postmark.
2. The details of this episode are not known; Linley was elected shortly afterwards (see
SW to Novello, [15 Feb. 1825]). It is clear from subsequent references that the

society was the Classical Harmonists.

3. i.e. the author of the review of SW's Service in the Harmonicon.
4. The Harmonicon review was in fact by no means as harsh as SW suggested.
5. A reference to Linley’s part in the decision by SW’s family and friends in 1817 to

send him for treatment to Blacklands House.

6. In ‘The Hare and many Friends’, one of the Fables (1727) by John Gay (1685-1732),
all of the hare’s friends refuse to help her to escape from pursuing hounds.

7. Presumably Edward Harcourt (1757-1847), Archbishop of York 1807-47, who was
a director of the Ancient Concerts; the import of this remark 1is not clear.

8. The eponymous hero of the picaresque novel (1715-35) by Alain-René Lesage (1668-
1747), translated into English by Tobias Smollett in 1749, and a large influence on
18th-century English literature (OCEL).

9. Presumably at Dulwich College, where Linley’s brother Ozias was Fellow and
Organist.

10. ‘A frenzy of bachelors’.
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To Vincent Novello [Euston Street], 20 January [1825]!

ALS, 2 pp. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 231)

Thursday Morning 20% JanY

Dear N

I discover that after all, I have been hypercritical upon myself, (which
however is a Fault on the right Side): Upon consulting the Missal, I found,
that the Line I imagined I had omitted is nevertheless inserted in my Tune, so
that there is no Chasm needing a Replenish.

You asked me about the Commentary upon my Monitor in the
Harmonicon: I am not over anxious in general to take up the Cudgels: there
are so few Points in this World worth quarrelling about, & still fewer People
worth quarrelling with, that Time is almost always to be better employed than
in Controversy.-- Nevertheless I own with you that to be wholly passive when
unfairly attacked operates as an encouragement to a repeated Act of Injustice,
and therefore a Check to the Aggressor 1s defensible in a moral Sense.

I told you that I should submit what I mean to write, to your Inspection
when finished, which I think will be by the End of the Week.-- I cannot invite

you to that Box of Catcalls at the Chapel’ on Sunday, but if you could meet

me after the Drop has fallen, we could lounge away to Hardings & examine

Notes together.

I want to hear "a full true & particular Account" of all the Raree
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Shows they regaled you at Cambridge withal, and what Sort of Chaps you fell
in with there:-- Certainly good Society is to be had in such a Place, but when
I was there, I was rather annoyed by a few of the geometrical Dandies, some
of whom made it the Forfeit of a Bottle (or a Dozen) to quote Latin or Greek:
so that they among others are ashamed of their Trade: but I must say there
were some valuable unaffected Scholars among the older Members of the
University whose Converse abundantly compensated for the Fooleries of the
Popinjays.

With regard to Sunday next, I close this with my dear Father’s

frequent Command to me, "Sam, do as thou wilt, or I'll make thee."

Adieu.

SW

1. The year is given by 20 Jan. falling on a Thursday and the content.
2. The organ at Camden Chapel.
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To Vincent Novello Euston Street, 27 January [1825]"

ALS, 3 pp. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 233)

Addressed: To | M" Novello | Shacklewell Green-| near | Kingsland |

Thursday Evening 27 Jan’

Pmk: 27 JA 1825

Dear N

Should you be minded to take a Stroll to Kentish Town* on Sunday,?
you know when & where to pick me out, & I shall most willingly jog on with
you, provided you will excuse my Pace being somewhat less than that of
winged-footed Achilles.

The Apology for all my mortal Sins committed against holy

Counterpoint in my Church Service* being now made, as well as I could

manage it, the same shall be presented to you Supervision if you will meet me

on Sunday.

I am pretty sure that the Gentlemen of the Harmonicon will say to me
in other Words "Depart from us, for we will have none of thy Ways. "-- With
all my Heart: I don’t like theirs, and if they should insert the Paper from
Apprehension of what must be the Construction put on their Refusal, still I
have resolved to have nothing more to do with them: they are evidently a
Junto of mere book-making Blunderers, interspersed with a few half-in-half
Musicians with just Knowledge enough to betray their Ignorance.

I am authentically informed that M" Ayrton, of operatical Notoriety,®
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is one of the head-Pigs at the Trough, and I nothing doubt that our royal &
metropolitan Organist’ is like unto him in the Dignity of musical Jurisdiction.-
- I think Crotch could hardly write such nonsense as the others, but as he
loves Money better than real Reputation, every Lye may have its Price in this
noble Army of Wiseacres.

Prince Hohenloe’s Miracles have been very fashionable:® I have lately
worked one myself, which (strange to say) I can put in my Pocket: it has been
already in the Ears of many, & I hope will be in the Tongues of more, &
there is a great deal of useful Transubstantiation attached to it.’

If you will come on Sunday, I will try to prove my Words true.

Yours as always

SW

P. S. I think Elliston’s Brains (if he have any) ought to be blown out.
He it seems would have extorted £2000 from poor Kean if he had not risked
his, & 5000 more Peoples’ Lives on Monday Night.'

P S 2¢ Do you think that the Proposal of copying & arranging six

Pages of MS. for a Guinea (throughout a Work) 1s too much, or too little, or

neither?

1. The year is given by the postmark.

2. Presumably to visit Harding.

3. 30 Jan.

4. SW’s reply to the Harmonicon review of the Service.
J. Job 21: 14.
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10.

In addition to editing the Harmonicon, Ayrton also wrote the reviews of opera.
Alternatively, SW's allusion may have been to Ayrton’s difference of opinionin 1817
with Waters, the lessee of King’s Theatre, about his remuneration for managing
opera there. A well-publicized court case ensued in which Ayrton sued for £1,200,

and notwithstanding the testimony of Sir George Smart and Attwood that he deserved

not less than £1,000, was awarded only £700.

Attwood, in allusion to his position as organist to George IV and of St Paul’s
Cathedral.

Hohenloe’s alleged miracles had been widely reported. One of them and had been the
pretext for a satirical letter in The Times for 21 Jan. which employed much the same
conceit as that used by SW here.

The hymn ‘Ecce panis angelorum’, which SW described on the autograph as a
‘transubstantiatorial hymn’.

A reference to the events which followed the widely reported criminal conversation

case on 17 Jan. in which Edmund Kean had been sued for £2,000 by Robert Albion

Cox for adultery with his wife Charlotte. The jury found for Cox and awarded him
£800, a verdict which had shown ‘that although they did not consider Cox to be
entirely blameless they believed Kean to be very guilty’ (FitzSimons, 192). Kean’s
arrogance and openly immoral behaviour had long made him unpopular with the
public, and the details of his conduct revealed in the trial aroused widespread
condemnation, to the extent that the government feared that if he were to appear as
advertised in Richard III at Drury Lane on 24 Jan. there would be a riot, and
attempted unsuccessfully to have the performance cancelled. SW’s information that
Kean had been forced by Elliston to appear no doubt came from the report in The
Times on 25 Jan., but was in fact incorrect: Elliston had attempted to dissuade Kean
from appearing, but Kean insisted on doing so. The £2,000 mentioned by SW was
an inaccurate reference to a supposed penalty clause in Kean’s contract for his non-

appearance; his reference to Eliston endangering the lives of ‘5,000 people’ was an
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exaggeration: the capacity of Drury Lane at this time was 3,100. For a full account

of the affair, see Raymund FitzSimons, Edmund Kean: Fire from Heaven (London,

1976), 185-200.
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To Vincent Novello [Euston Street], 31 January 1825

ALS, 1 p. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 236) Addressed To | M" Novello |
Shacklewell Green | near | Kingsland | Monday Morning

Pmk: 31 JA 1825

Monday.

Jan. 31. 1825.

Dear N

Harding has desired me to request that you will dine with him after my

Work of Penance on Sunday Afternoon next:! I told him I thought nothing else
than a Pre-Engagement would be likely to prevent you: I hope I was right.

I purpose to bring on Thursday my Apology to the Harmonicon for my
high Crimes & Misdemeanors in the Mismanagement of holy Tunes, & think
you will find it less exceptionable than before your Hints.

I shall try for Sam on Thursday Evening,? but you know that M’

Hawes is M Hawes: to say any Thing more of him that is true would be

libellous.

Y™ as always

SW

P.S. I should like to look at Graun’s Te Deunt’ before Thursday, as

my Eyes do not grow much younger.
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5 Feb.

3 Feb., doubtless for the forthcoming Classical Harmonists concert.

The Te Deum (1757) by Carl Heinrich Graun (1703/4-1759), evidently to be

performed at the Classical Harmonists concert.
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To [John Harding?]’ [Euston Street], [31 January 1825)?

ALS, 1 p. (Kassler)

My dear Sir

I have just received the enclosed,’ which I am quite sure is written in
the Spirit of Sincerity, of which you have the Opportunity to judge adequately,
as the Autograph speaks for himself, and therefore I cannot (if I would) dilute
or garble his Sentiments.

You find that he meditates an Afternoon Call with me at Kentish Town

on Sunday.*
Yours faithfully

S Wesley

Monday Evening | Feb. 1 1825

. The identification of Harding as the addressee of this letter is suggested by SW’s

reference to his projected visit to Kentish Town on the following Sunday.
2. SW has misdated this letter; the correct date should probably be Monday 31 Jan.
3. Not preserved: perhaps a note from Novello expressing his apologies for not being

able to meet Harding some time in the coming week.

4. 6 Feb.
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To Vincent Novello [Euston Street], [15 February 1825]"

ALS, 1 p. (BL, Add. MS 11729, £. 237)

Addressed: To | M Novello | Shacklewell Green | near | Kingsland

Pmk: 15 FE 1825

Dear N

I trust that your Daughter® is out of Danger, & am encouraged in this
by the Report of a Friend who saw you reading in Tranquillity on Friday last
in Brunswick Square.

You must give me your early Opinion on the enclosed,® which however
I guess will not be far discrepant from my own, but I shall not proceed any

how till you have written to me.

Linley is in high Spirits upon his Election to your Society,* & wants

your Society in another Sense, (of which he has apprized you) I mean of
feeding on his Beef Steaks & his Brother’s Music’ (which is very good) at

Furnival’s Inn,® whenever you can name a convenient Day.
You know what 1t 1s to have to do with Vocal Excellence in the form

of She-Singers.-- I am inclined to think that some of the Songs in Judas

Macchabzus’ are likely to suffer no slight Metagrobolization (as your Friend

Rabelais might say) from our Defect in the Article of female Infallibility.--
And yet it is affirmed there was a Pope Joan.
Adiecu

SW
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The date is given by the postmark.

Not identified: Novello had seven daughters living at this time.

Not preserved; perhaps another draft of SW’s reply to the Harmonicon review of the
Service.

The Classical Harmonists, who had earlier blackballed i.inley (see SW to Novello,
[17 Jan. 1825])).

Either that of Ozias, some of whose chants and anthems survive at Dulwich College,
or of Thomas (1756-1778), whose promising career as a composer was cut short by
his early death in a boating accident.

Linley’s apartments. Furnival’s Inn, on the north side of Holborn, was originally one
of the Inns of Chancery, affiliated to Lincoln’s Inn. The Inn was dissolved in 1817,
and a new residential building with the same name (but without any legal
connections) was erected on the same site. Charles Dickens lived there in 1834-5 and
started The Pickwick Papers there (London Encyclopedia, under ‘Inns of Chancery’).
The first of the Covent Garden oratorio concerts, on 18 Feb., included portions of
Judas Maccabaeus: the female soloists were Miss Paton, Miss Love, and Miss

Graddon (Harmonicon, 3 (1825), 47). Unusually, this concert was not advertised in

The Times.
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To Vincent Novello [Euston Street], 22 February [1825]!

ALS, 1 p. (BL, Add. MS 11729, {. 239)

Tuesday.

229 Feb.

Dear N

I shall expect you to take some Coffee in my Rabbit Hatch [sic] of a
Parlour, To-morrow, exactly at half past 3.

[ think the Arrangement of the Bill sufﬁciently injudicious: we all
know that Mozart’s (as the best Music) ought to come ]ast in the true Order

of Things, but the Creation (being much lighter Materiel) should have formed
the 29 not the first Part: for I will answer for plenty of serpentine Notices

from above long before the "Lux &terna" comes on.’--

I however hope that there will not be an entire Havoc of that divine
Tide of Harmony, but my Fears are altogether paramount.

Well-- there is nothing more philosophic than Kollman’s phlegmatic
motto, "It must do as well as it can."-- Bawling & Braham for ever!*

I have had the Mulligrubs, justly attributable to a refreshing Stream of
cold Air rushing in front of the Organ for 4 Hours unremittingly on Friday
Night.>--

O the Glories of theatrical Slavery!--

Thank Heaven I can beg my Bread a better Way.
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SW

Adieu

The year is given by 22 Feb. falling on a Tuesday and the reference to the

forthcoming Covent Garden oratorio concert (see n. 3).

Doubtless before going on to Covent Garden for the evening’s oratorio concert, at
which SW was to play the organ and piano, and Novello was to turn pages.

The programme for the concert consisted of extracts from The Creation as Part I,
Mozart’s Requiem as Part II, and ‘A Grand Selection of Modern Music’ as Part II1.

Braham was the tenor soloist in this concert.

i.e. at the Covent Garden oratorio concert on 18 Feb.
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To Robert Glenn [Euston Street], 17 March [1825]'

ALS, 1 p. (BL, Add. MS 35013, {. 82)
Addressed: To | Rob’ Glenn Esq. | Kirby Street | Hatton Garden | Thursday
Morning

Pmk: 17 MR 1825

Thursday Morning March 17

My dear Sir
I hope that this finds you quite recovered from the unpleasant
Sensations you appeared to labour under when we last parted, & that I shall

be favoured with your Company & Assistance To-morrow Evening:*> Coffee
will be in readiness at 5, & 1f you can be with me then punctually we may
swallow it without scalding our Throats.-- The Messiah (you find) is our
Evening Task, of which I think, while we can hear we can never be tired, as

we never can be, of Bread, while we can eat.

Yours faithfully

S Wesley

1. The date is given by the postmark.
2. To turn pages at the Covent Garden oratorio concert, where SW was to be the

organist in a performance of Messiah.
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To Vincent Novello [Euston Street], 25 March [1825]!

ALS, 1 p. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 240)

Addressed: To | M" Novello | (by Favour of M* Fuller)?

Friday 25" of March.

Dear N

Your Cambridge Business? is of urgent Importance: I therefore lose no

Time in returning your Letters.--

If my Animadversions on M" Ayrton’s Nonsense are to appear at all,
it is high Time they should: I think you said that Insertion in the Examiner
must be given up: Monthly Publications are often greedy of Controversy (I
mean the Publishers of them:)-- What Print do you guess will be the most
ready to receive my Farrago? I am told, that the Gentleman’s Magazine (W
is the most antient of them all) refuses nothing, good, bad, or indifferent, &
therefore now has lost much of its pristine Respectability & Consequence:* but
(according to our infallible Dogma of the infallible Lutheran Pope Kollman)

"it must do as well as it can" -- the Query is, what is the best it can do?

Write--

SW

Attwood was at Cov. G. on Friday,* bestowing high Encomium upon Von
Weber’s Sublimities.> I hope he was equally complimentary upon the

Profundities of M Wade.® Hawes & Attwood are sworn conscientious
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Brothers.’

1. The year is given by 25 Mar. falling on a Friday, SW’s continuing discussion of his
reply to the Harmonicon review, and other topical references.

2. Doubtless a reference to the decision of the Senate of the University of Cambridge
a week earlier to allow Novello to transcribe and publish music from the Fitzwilliam
collection.

3. GM, first published in 1731, was by the early nineteenth century generally regarded
as old-fashioned and of little consequence (Sullivan, AAAJ, 136-40). For an
indulgent view of its character at this time, see William Hazlitt, “The Periodical

Press’, Edinburgh Review, 38 (1823), 369, quoted in Sullivan, AAAJ, 138-9.

4. i.e. at the performance of Messiah on 18 Mar., in which the choristers from St
Paul’s had taken part.
3. Following the first London performance of Der Freischiitz on 22 July 1824, the

music of Carl Maria von Weber (1786-1826) had become extremely popular in
London, and extracts from Der Freischiitz appeared frequently in concert
programmes in late 1824 and in 1825 (Warrack, 310-11; Percival R. Kirby, ‘Weber's
Operas in England, 1824-6°, MQ, 32 (1946), 333-53. SW’s remark is ironic.

6. The theatre composer Joseph Augustine Wade (1796-1845) had written an oratorio,
The Prophecy, in 1824; his comic opera the Two Houses of Granada was produced
at Drury Lane in 1826, and The Pirate of Genoa at the English Opera House in 18238
(Brown and Stratton; Fenner, 493-4). ‘

7. Both Hawes and Attwood were Freemasons and belonged to the Lodge of Antiquity,

SW's former lodge. SW is doubtless also referring to their close professional links.
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To Vincent Novello [Euston Street], 29 March [1825]"

ALS, 2 pp. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 242)

Dear N
I have deposited my Panegyric upon the Harmonicon Criticks with M’

Pouchée, the Publisher of "the News of Literature & Fashion"® in whose

Paper first appeared "the Ghost extraordinary"® which was written evidently

by some occult Friend, whom I conjectured to be Du Bois, which however
was denied by Pouchée, who declines acknowledging the real Author.
I apprized him that there were several musical Quotations requiring

Types, at which he seemed not at all discouraged from forwarding the Paper,

in Case of general Approval, & of which I desired him to give me the earliest

Notice.

I think that without the Quotations adduced immediately to the Eye, the
Argument would have suffered some Evaporation, for there are comparatively
few who would spend their Time in consulting the Scores of Boyce’s
Volumes:* besides, the Appearance of the Quotations actually in the musical
Characters looks all so larned like.

I hope you are dodging your Head Akes & all other Akes that are

dodgeable.

In Haste Y™

SW

Tuesday 29" of March.
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The year is given by 29 Mar. falling on a Tuesday and SW'’s continuing discussion

of his reply to the Harmonicon review.

Louis John Pouchée (1782/3-1845), a printer best known for his extravagantly

decorated large type faces: see Ornamented Types: Twenty-three Alphabets from the
Foundry of Louis John Pouchee (London, 1994). News of Literature and Fashion

appeared between 1824 and 1828.

This humorous article in News of Literature and Fashon for 16 Oct. 1824 was
occasioned by an entertaining correspondence in The Times during the previous week

between SW and the publishers of Sainsbury’s recently published Dictionary of

Music. The entry for SW in the Dictionary stated that he had died ‘around 1815°. In

a letter in The Times for 12 Oct., SW humorously pointed out the error, at the same
time taking the opportunity to publicise the imminent appearance of his Service. In
an ill-advised reply, the publishers of the Dictionary attempted to explain and excuse
their error. This elicited a second letter from SW, which in its turn occasioned a
further response from the publishers. The entire correspondence was then reprinted
in News of Literature and Fashion alongside the ‘Ghost Extraordinary’ article. SW'’s

reply, entitled ‘A Voice from Charon’s Boat’, appeared in the following week’s

number. The entire Times correspondence and the two News of Literature and
Fashion items were also reprinted in Harmonicon, 2 (1824), 210-12. See also

Lawrence I. Ritchey, ‘The Untimely Death of Samuel Wesley; or, The Perils of

Plagiarism’, ML, 60 (1979), 45-59.
i.e. his Cathedral Music, 3 vols., (1760, 1768, and 1763). SW’s ‘argument’ was to

justify his harmonic practice in the Service by the citation of examples drawn from

pieces in Boyce’s collection.
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To Vincent Novello Euston Street, 12 [April 1825]!

ALS, 1 p. (BL, Add. MS 11729, £. 243)
Addressed: To | M® Novello | Shacklewell Green: | near | Kingsland :

Tuesday

Pmk: 13 AP 1825

Euston Street
Tuesday Morning.

12%

Dear N

So I am to have the Honour of firing the first three-penny Pop Gun,?
after your safe Return to "these Regions of Smoke. " --

Major told me of your Presence at the Concert last Night,* & I shall
now wait for early Intelligence of your Academick Discoveries.-- He also

shewed me a Number of the last Norwich Musical Review,’> which I had not
Time to peruse regularly (as he told me you were in a Hurry for it) but from
which I learn that in meddling with Church Musick I have mistaken my
Talent; & I cannot resist the Temptation of returning the Compliment to the
Authors of the Remark.

Pouche, the Editor of the ["]News of Literature & Fashion" has but

one Objection (& that a very fair one) to insert my Reply to the Harmonicon;

that it is too long for a News Paper: Joe Street jun™ tells me he will forward

744



it in one of the Monthly Journals.

Swift somewhere says that "a brave Man may necessarily submit to be
devoured by a Lion, but who is he who would tamely consent to be gnawed
in Pieces by Rats"?’

Adieu pour le Moment

SW

1. The date is given by SW’s ‘Tuesday morning 12th’ and the postmark.

2. Another reference to the cost of postage to Shacklewell Green.

3. As SW’s later remarks make clear, Novello had been in Cambridge examining and
transcribing music in the Fitzwilliam collection. The description of London is from
a song in Ame’s and Bickerstaffe’s Love in a Village (1762).

4, The Philharmonic Society concert on 11 Apr.

5. The Apr. number of QMMR, which contained a lengthy critical review of SW'’s
Service on pp. 95-101.

6. Joseph Edward Street, one of the sons of SW’s old friend Joseph Payne Street, and
possibly the child to whom SW stood godfather on 22 Aug. 1801 (see SW to Street,
18 Aug. 1801). He is probably thel ‘Street jnr’, frequently mentioned in R. J. S.
Stevens’s Recollections, who sang In music parties as a boy treble. Like his father,
he was active in the Madrigal Society and was for many years its secretary, being
succeeded in due course by his own son O. W. Street.

7. The source of this quotation has not been found.
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To [Mary Ann Russell}’ Euston Street, 16 April 1825

ALS, 3 pp. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 245)

Endorsed by Novello: Addressed to the Widow of M’ Russell, Org' of the

Foundling relative to the Oratorio of "Job"

Euston Street.

Saturday 16™ of April 1825

My dear Madam

I delayed an earlier Reply to the Favour of your Letter? only because
I was desirous of giving due & mature ‘Consideration to its Contents,
determining to deliver to you my most candid Sentiments.

As I find that the Publication of the Oratorio’ is finally resolved upon,
of Course it becomes a Point of the greatest Importance to forward the Work
with all possible Expedition: that an Arrangement of the Score for the Piano
Forte is absolutely requisite for general Convenience is indisputable, & that
this Operation demands considerable Judgement & Attention is equally so.--
I conceive that the Task could not be adequately executed by one Person in
less than a Month at least, supposing that his principal Exertions were directed
to that Object: I mentioned my Persuasion of this Fact to my Friend
Drummer* this Day, adding also as my Opinion, that since the present is

among the numerous Cases in which "the Affair cries Haste, & Speed must

answer it," no Measure could be adopted so likely to promote this desirable
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Expedition as to commit the said necessary Arrangement of the Score to a few

chosen judicious & competent Individuals, leaving to their Election such

Portions of the Work as they might feel most eligible & pleasant to work

upon.
[ could name (I think) at least six in the musical Profession, whom I

consider competent to the Undertaking, but we will only suppose that three are

needful, & then we shall have the three Acts of the Oratorio prepared for

Publication in the same (nay in less) Time than had the whole Arrangement

been consigned to a single Individual.
Hereby then, much Time is saved: but moreover, much Expence would
be saved also: for several professional Persons could (compatible with their

general Engagements) devote one Week to a Business of the Kind for a
moderate Compensation, to whom the Sacrifice of a Month would be of such

serious Importance as to render that Sum apparently exorbitant, which upon

a fair Analysis is of the Fact, would be in reality, reasonable.

You will probably feel surprized that I have left myself entirely out of

the Question in the above Statement: the Fact is, that I am at the present Time
so closely confined to a similar Task of musical Arrangements,’ that I could
not with any decent Regard to previous Engagements break off suddenly on
the present urgent Occasion: I am so well aware by sad Experience that
"Procrastination is the Thief of Time"®-- that I should ill deserve any
favourable Opinion with which you have honoured me either for Talent or
Honesty, were I not to recommend your immediate Application to two or

three Men of high musical Eminence, with a Proposal on the Plan I have
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ventured to recommend;’ & I beg Leave to add that I shall be most willing &
ready to render any possible Assistance in the Revision of the desired
Arrangement, in the Correction of Proofs, or in any other Way I can become
useful, in the sense of Friendship only, & totally excluding that of Trade.
Believe me,

My dear Madam,

With most cordial Wishes for your Success,

faithfully yours

S. Wesley

1. Mary Ann Russell, née Morcott (1781-1854), widow of William Russell.

2. Not preserved.

3. Russell’s oratorio Job, first performed at the Foundling Hospital in 1814, which was
to be published by subscription.

4. Probably William Drummer. For the links between him and the Russells, see SW to
Glenn, 25 Nov. [1813], n. 4.

5. Doubtless his arrangements for the Royal Harmonic Institution.

6. Young, Night Thoughts, i, 393.

7. Nothing came of this suggestion, and SW eventually took on the whole of the task

of arranging the score himself (see SW to Novello, 10 May [18235]). It was published

over a year later; SW’s preface is dated 8 May 1826.
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To Vincent Novello [Euston Street], 19 April [1825]"

ALS, 1 p. (BL, Add. MS 11729, {. 179)
Addressed: To | M Novello | Shacklewell Green' | near | Kingsland |

Tuesday Morning

Pmk: 19 April 1825

Tuesday Morn#
19 April

D'N
You will see the Drift of the enclosed.-- I believe you know Williams?

(the Subject of this Application to you)-- he is clever, & worthy, & you may

safely give him a favourable Word without Dread of a Charge of Falsehood
from the Editors of the Harmonicon or musical quarterly Review.--

He will write to you upon his Business, the Settlement of which (it
seems) "cries Haste."
Yours (in Haste also)

SW

Tuesday

Is it not L¢ Chesterfield who says that a sensible Man is often in Haste, but
never in a Hurry?’- So you see I add this Postscript, (as long almost as the
Letter) to shew you that I am a sensible Man.-- If you doubt it, enquire of M®

Barstable! & D' Sutherland.

749



The year is given by the postmark.

Robert Williams (b. 1794) of Hatfield Street, Blackfriars Road, a pupil of SW, and
the organist of St Andrew-by-the-Wardrobe, Victoria Street, from 1816 to 1842. He
was also a subscriber to SW’s Service. Novello had supported his application for
membership of the Royal Society of Musicians in 1813.: His request for a reference
from Novello was no doubt in connection with his application for the post of organist
at the newly consecrated St Matthew’s, Brixton, for which SW was adviser or
umpire, and which the Select Vestry was to discuss at their meeting on 25 Apr.
(RSM; Dawe; St Matthew’s Brixton Select Vestry minutes (London Metropolitan
Archives, P85/ MTW/82/1)).

Chesterfield, Letters, letter of 28 Jan. 1751: ‘A man of sense may be in haste, but

can never be in a hurry, because he knows, that whatever he does in a hurry, he

must necessarily do very ill’.

i.e. Mrs Bastable, the keeper of Blacklands House.
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To Vincent Novello [Euston Street], [27 April 1825]"

ALS, 1 p. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 247)
Addressed: To | M' Novello | Shacklewell Green | near | Kingsland |

Wednesday Morning

Pmks: AP 27 1825, 27 AP 1825

Dear N

I am paying great Attention to my Judge or Judges in your Review:?
I have little Doubt that Horsley’ is the Lord Chief Justice in the Cause, &
have written him an inquisitorial Line upon the Subject: in whatever Way he
may give his Answer, I shall be quite sure of getting at the Truth by telling
him that I know he would disdain Evasion; so that if he do evade I have him
fast, & if he do not, the Point of Course is gained this Way.

He is certainly a Musician of abundant Merit, which however I have
long known to be lamentably counterbalanced by an Exuberance of Envy.--
He always personifies Pope’s true Account of those worthy Criticks who

"Damn with faint Praise, commend, with civil Leer,

And, without sneering, teach the Rest to sneer."!

Adieu--

SW

1. The date is given by SW’s ‘“Wednesday morning’ and the postmark.
2. i.e. in Novello’s copy of the current number of OMMR.
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Horsley was closely involved with OMMR, acting as Bacon’s ears and eyes in
London and contributing many articles and reviews. SW was correct in his
supposition: Horsley’s authorship of this review is indicated in his own copy of
OMMR, now at the Sibley Library, Eastman School of Music, Rochester, NY, USA.

Pope, Epistle to Dr Arbuthnot (1735), 1. 201-2: ‘Damn with faint praise, assent with

civil leer, / And without sneering, teach the rest to sneer.
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To Vincent Novello [Euston Street], 2 May 1825

ALS, 1 p. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 249)
Addressed: Monday Morning | To | M" Novello | Shacklewell Green | neat
| Kingsland |

Pmks: MY 2 1825 2 MY 1825

Monday. May 2. 1825

Dear N

I expected you to have looked in here on Friday Evening,! when I

should have talked over the Letter with you which I now enclose:?-- I guess
that our Opinions of the quo Animo will not be very widely dissentient, & that

with all the Affectation of Mystery, it will be found an entirely transparent

Document.

I shall return no Reply ’till I have seen you on Thursday’ when you

will give me your final Judgement of its Contents, upon which I shall then act
without further Delay.

I hope you will be able to make some more commodious Arrangement
in the Disposition of your Orchestra on Thursday: when 1 deputized for you
on the last Evening,* about two Thirds of the Performers had no Sight of the
Piano Forte, consequently were assisted only by one Sense in a Matter where
two are always requisite for Precision.--

e—

Perhaps you can give me a Call To-morrow after your Mill-Horse
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Career.

Yours as usual

SW

1. 29 Apr.

2. Not preserved; probably Horsley’s reply to SW’s ‘inquisitorial line’ of the previous
letter.

3. At the concert of the Classical Harmonists on 5 May: see next letter.

4. i.e. at the previous meeting of the Classical Harmonists on 7 Apr., when Novello

was away in Cambridge.
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To Vincent Novello [Euston Street], [3 May 1825]*

ALS, 1 p. (BL, Add. MS 11729, {. 251)
Addressed: To | M" Novello | Shacklewell Green- | near | Kingsland |

Tuesday Evening

Pmk: 4 MY 1825

Dear N

Thank you for your Letter, but not much for the sickly Part of the
Intelligence.-- All is up or down in this whirligig World: I too have very
strong Doubts of my attending your Society on Thursday.-- My loving Wife
has caused me to be arrested, & To-morrow (not being able to advance £25
tout d’un Coup) I am going to Prison:* any sudden Release is far from certain,

& hardly probable, & I am rather puzzled how to be in Durance vile & at

Church at one & the same Time on Sunday next.’-- The Duty must be done
somehow: but that how is the Crux possibilitatis, upon which I fear the
Reputation of my general Punctuality at that there Shop may be in the sinking
Line.--

You will hear from me shortly either from this House or my Prison-
House, very shortly, but you see the Necessity of my warning you against my
certain Appearance at the Crown & Anchor on Thursday.® Pray make no

Secret there of the real Cause of my Absence.

Y™ as in general

SW
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The date is given by SW’s ‘Tuesday evening’ and the postmark,

SW was imprisoned in a debtor’s prison in Cursitor Street, off Chancery Lane.

In fact, SW was released from prison on 7 May (see SW to Novello, 10 May [1825],
n. 2).

i.e. at the concert of the Classical Harmonists. The Crown and Anchor tavern was
a historic meeting place for various societies and concert-giving organizations,
including the Academy of Ancient Music and the Madrigal Society (Enyclopaedia of
London; Argent).

This sentence has been erased.
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To Charles Smart Evans [Euston Street], 9 May [1825]"

ALS, 3 pp. (BL, Add. MS 11729, f. 253)

Addressed: To | C. Evans Esq" | 44 | King Street | Soho | Monday Morning

Pmk: 9 MY 1825

Euston Street

Monday 9™ May

Dear Sir

In Reply to your Letter, allow me to state candidly Matter of Fact, &

the Result I will leave to your Impartiality.
Having taken no Benefit during the last nor the present Season, I had
(long before the Arrival of yours) fixed in my own Mind to play no where in

public, except in the Way of a professional Engagement, & I have signified
this Resolution very generally among my musical Acquaintance, and as a

Proof of it I have lately declined (tho’ most reluctantly) Acquiescence upon
a similar Application to yours, in Conformity to the Purpose I have above
specified.-- Although the Party in Question has never rendered me such active
Service as yourself, yet, as I am not one of the many who feel a Pleasure in
refusing to oblige, it gave me much Pain to answer in the Negative.--
Should I live another Year, & my Brains & Fingers remain
unimpaired, I shall feel a real Gratification in offering you my Services.-- At

the present Time you (as a Man of equitable Feeling) must readily perceive
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that without a manifest Inconsistency I cannot do what in other Circumstances
I most readily would; but my Determination with Regard to this Season is
very extensively known, & you would do me Injustice by imagining me for
a Moment reluctant to come forward for You: I tolerably well know the
Delight the World has in putting the most cruel Construction upon the most
innocent Action: in the present Case I should be complimented with the Title
of a Weathercock, which tho’ a useful Implement upon a Steeple, becomes
rather contemptible when it walks on two Legs & calls itself a rational

Animal.

I can hardly believe that you will be offended at my Frankness, but

should it be so, I shall still remember your past Exertions? gratefully, &

continue

very sincerely yours

S Wesley
1. The year is given by 9 May falling on a Monday and SW’s Euston Street address.
2. Presumably at SW’s benefit concerts.
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To Vincent Novello Euston Street, 10 May [1825]"

ALS, 1 p. (BL, Add. MS 11729, £. 255)
Addressed: To | M Novello | Shacklewell Green | Kingsland

Pmk: 10 MY 1825

Euston Street.

Tuesday 10™ of May.

Dear N

Here I am, safe, (which I was when locked up by my loving Wife last Week)
but to add, sound, is hardly true, for I am not well recovered from the Effects
of close Air, & what is still worse, the witnessing Scenes of Misery
impossible for me to relieve.?

I have agreed to attempt serving M™ Russell by arranging the Oratorio:
if her Patrons pr<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>